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BILL — FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M, Drew), in moving the seeond read-
ing, said: This Bill is introdneed for the
purpese of enabling the Fremanile Har-
bour Trust te comply with the provisions
of the Customs Act of 1902, and give a
bond for the security of the revenue of
the Cusloms in conneetion with all goods
lJanded at Fremantle. The demand was
first made in 1904, and now it has reached
a stage of insistence. There does not
appear to be much reasonable ground for
the action of the Federal Government,
inasmuch as all goods entering Fremantle
are kept in sheds which are under the
contro! of the Customs officials. A Cus-
toms officer holds the key, and no goods
can be removed from those sheds without
his authority. That, one would think,
would be sofficient protection for the
Tederal (Government, but the Federal
anthorities do not think it sufficient ; henee
we are obliged to introduee this Bill in
order {o enable the trust to give the bond
required. Sections 42 and 43 of . the
Customs Aet of 1901 read as follows:—

42, The Customs shall have the right
to renuire and take securities for com-
pliance with this Aet and generally for
the protection of the revenne of the
Customs, and pending the giving of the
required security in relation to any
goode subject to the eontrol of the Cus-
toms may refuse to deliver the goods
or to pass any entry relating thereto.

43. YWhere any security is required
to be given such security may be by
bond or gunarantee or eash deposit or
all or any of such methods so that in
each case the security shall he approved
by the collector,

It bas long since been discovered that the
Fremantle Harbour Trust have no power
to give this bond, and it is for the pur-
pose of providing the requisite authority
that the Bill is introduced. I beg to
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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Quesfion put and passed.
Bill read a seeond time.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECYAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew) moved—
That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, 2nd September.
Question passed,

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4,30 p.m., and read prayers,

PETITION — AGRICULTURAL
SETTLERS' LIABILITIES.

Mr, A, N. PIESSE presented a peti-
tion signed by 97 settlers in the Eastern
agricultural areas praving for an inquiry
to be made into the financial distress pre-
vailing in those distriets.

Petition received and read.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE moved—

That the petition be printed.
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Mr. TAYLOR: Before the House de-
cides to go to the expense of printing
the petition I would like to ask if it is
the intention of the mover that the peti-
tion should be discussed in this House for
that, I take ii, is the object in having it
printed.

Mr, A. N. PIESSE: It is my intention
to give notice of motion that a select com-
miftee be appointed to inquire into the
position,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister): There has heen a committee al-
ready dealing with the question, has there
not?

Question put and passer,

QUESTIONS (2)—STATE STEAM-

SHIPS.
Disbyrsement from Loan.

Hon. FRANK WILSON asked the
Premier: How mueh of the £100,000 for
steamships, being Ttem 53 in the Seliedule
to the Loan Aect, 1912, has heen disbursed,
and what ave the particulars of suweh dis-
bursement,?

The PREMIER replied: To date the
sum of £105,634 2s. 4d. has heen spent on
Loan and Loan Suspense Aceounts, made
up as follows:—*Western .\ustralia,’’
£63,632 16s. 4d.; “Kwinana,” £18,982 8s.
9d.; “Encla,” £13,651 8s. 2d.; “Una,”
£3,998 18s. 5d.; stock fittings, £2,502 14s.
&d.; plant, stock, ete, £2,865 16s. 3d.
Total, £105,634 2¢. 4d.

Mr. George: Have you any authority
for that execess?

The PREMITER: Nol from vou.

Transfer of Management.

Mr, GEORGE asked the I’remier: In
view of the statement made by Hon. Mr.
Drew, and appearing in Tuesday’s TVest
Austrglian, in regard lo the management
of the State steamships, and the reply he
aave to my question on the subjeet last
week, does he propose to make an ex-
planation of same to this House?

The PREMIER veplied: T find that the
hon, member has not submitted anv ques-
tion, in the usual manner, but if he refers
to his remarks during the diseussion on
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the Fremantle Harbour Trust Act Amend-
ment Bill, and my interjection, he will
find upon carefully reading the statement
made by the Hon. Colonial Secretary that
the Minister particularly points out that
it is not intended to place the Steamship
Service under the Fremantle Harbour
Trust, but, with the consent of the Com-
missioners, to make use of some of their
officers in connection with the manage-
ment of the State Steamship Serviee.
Thus my reply, viz., “that the hon, mem-
ber’s imagination was running riot,” is.
eorreet,

NOTICE OF QUESTION.

Mr. GEQRGE (dMurray-Wellington) r
1 do not know whether I am in order, Mr.
Speaker, bui T hope T am. I gave notice
of a question to the Premier for the fol-
lowing day and he said he would answer
it at once. He did give an answer——

My. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order. ‘The hon, member cannot
discuss this question.

Mr. GEORGE: Have I no right, Mr.
Speaker?

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not in order unless his intention is to ask
another question.

Mr. GEORGE: Having given notice of
a question to the Premier and passed it
on to the clerks, bave I not a right to ask
why it does not appear on the Notice
Paper, together with the answer given?

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly. I have
no knowledge myself of the question.

The Premier: I have no knowledge
either.

Mr. GEORGE: Mr. Speaker

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! T shall make
inquiry and if the hon. member has put
a question of that eharacter. though 1
have no knowledge of it personally, I
shall give him the satisfaction he desires
to-morrow.

Mr. GEORGE: Are there no means by
which it is competent for a member of
this House to ask for something more
definite than the Premier has given in
the sneering remarks he made use of just
now, Tt seems to me, if T may be allowed
for one moment to explain. that the un-
doubted privileges of this House are that
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a member may ask & question. Having
given notice of that question, and the
Premier having elected to reply at once,
I think it should have appeared on the
records of the House, but it does not ap-
pear on the records. That the question
was asked and the answer given, the local
newspapers provide ample proof, and yet
neither Hansard nor the Notice Paper
contains any reference to it. I do not
wish to complain of the clerks because
1 eonsider they are very assiduous in their
duties, but T am entitled to some ex-
planation, and I have not had it yet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) ; 1 would like to mention
that 1 had a complaint that was similar.
A question was asked by an hon. gentle-
man without notice and I replied, I ob-
served that the Notice Paper on the fol-
lowing day contained no reference to it,
and on making inguiry I found that it
is not the custom of ihe clerks to reeord
questions when they are asked without
notice and are replied to at once.

Mr. GEORGE: The difference between
the hon. member’s case and my own is
that T gave notice of a question asking
for an answer on the following day, and
if the Premier chose to answer it as he
did at the time, but in terms not guite re-
spectful to me, it is no reason why that
shoald be left out of Hansard or out of
the Notice Paper.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member did
give notice of a question, but the Premier
promptly answered it, and T understood
that the hon. member was perfectly satis-
fied with the answer, and I have no doubt
that the elerks thought the same. I quite
recognise that unless notice is given of a
nuestion no reference is made to it in the
Minutes, but when a question is asked it
mnst certainly appear in Hansard and be
reporied there.

Mr. GEORGE: With all due respect.
if the Premier elects to answer at the time
a question of which notice has been given
for the following day, some reeord of
that shonld appear upon the general no-
tice of Votes and Proceedings, and in this
instance nothing does appear; at least,
I have not been able to find it. The gues-
tion was of some importance beeause snb-
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sequent events have proved that although
the Premier was pleased to treat the mat-
ter lightly, the information upon which I
asked tbat question was perfectly correct
and it seems io me that this is too big
an item to be left to anyone’s diseretion
as to whether it shall be omitted from
the Notice Paper and from Hansard. At
any rate, I protest most vigorously
against it. 1f yon, Mr, Speaker, will
make inquiries I will wait for the ex-
planation, but 1 shalt want a very good
explanation to be satisfied.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan): I
do not want the hon. member to go away
with any misunderstanding. I reeoliect
that he pave notice of a question and I
gave him his answer, “No,” and I still
adhere to that answer. I cannot find any
reeord of it in Hansard. The only ques-
fion T ean find any record of was that
whieh the hon. member sobmitted across
the Chamber and which T answered by
way of interjection.

Mr. GFEORGE: No, I handed it in to
the elerks. The hon. the Premier’s answer
was that T must have a vivid imagination.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret): Am I
to understand, Mr. Speaker. that the hon.
member for Murray-Wellington pave
notice of a question which he intended
to ask on the following dav. and that the
Premier promptly answered it?

Mr, George: That is so.

Mr. TAYLOR: Ts that the reason why
it does not appear on the Votes and Pro-
ceedings of Parliament?

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to make in-
quiries respecting that. I have a very
lively recollection of a question having
been asked by the memher for Murray-
Wellington and of the Premier promptly
replying to it. and I have no knowledge
of what has happened sinee, bt I shall
make inquiries and let the hon. member
know the result of my inquiries in due
course,

Mr. George: Thank you.

QUESTION—RAILWAY SERVICE,
MAYLANDS AND MT. LAWLEY.

Mr., LEWIS asked the Minister for
Railways : 1. Is he aware that passen-
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gers joining trains at Maylands and
Mt, Lawley are subjected to miuch incon-
venience and delay through overerowd-
ing 2, Will he take immediate steps
to remedy this, by providing a better
serviee {

The MIKISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied : 1, No. 2, It is considered that
the acecornmodation provided is sufficient
for the traffie offering.

QUESTION—HANSARD STAFF.

Mr. TNDERWOOD asked the Chair-
muan of the Printine Committee : 1,
How many reporters and tvpists were
employed on the Hawnsard Staff during
last session, and for the priceding four
sessinns of Parliament ¥ 2, What was
the total expenditure for each year ?

Mr. PRICE (for the Chairman of the
Printing Cummittee) replied : 1, In
1908, 9, 10, 11, five reporters were em-
ployed on the Hansard Staff, and in 1912
six reporters. The number of typists em-
ployed varies according to the sitfings
of the two Houses. Up to 1910 typists
were only casnally employed. In 1911
the Printing Commiitee decided to em-
pley rour permanent typists at £120 a
vear each as the basis of the typing
staff; other tvpists are emploved as the
exigencies of {he work demand. 2, The
expenditure for reporters and typists
in 1908 was £1.936; in 1908, £2,157; in
1910, £2,265; in 1911 (system of per-
manent typists inanpgurated), £2,308; in
1912, £2,791. “The work of the staff has
tnereased in greater proportion fo the
eost. In 1908, Hansard comprised 2,099
pages; in 1909, 2554 pages: in 1910,
3,773 pages; in 1911 {74 weeks session),
1,567 pages; in 1912, 4,723 pages.

BILL—RIGHTS IN WATER AND
TRRIGATION,
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Conneil,

RETURN—STATE STEAMSHIP SER-
VICE, 8.8. “EUCLA.”’
Mr. MALE (Eimberley) moved—
That a return be laid upon the table
of the House, showing—1, The cost of
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runting the “Euclg,” including the

amount which has been erpemded in

repairs. 2, The amount earned by the

“Eucla” in freight and passage moneys.
He said :  After my experience of last
week at the hands of the Premier it
scems to me futile to either waste my
own time or the time of the House in
asking any questions recarding the
State Steainship Serviece. We have it
now laid down by the Premier ihat ab-
solntely no iaformmation will bhe given
us respecting the steamers snd, there-
fore, it seems to me that having that
lnid down it will be simply wasting time
in try and extract information from the
Giovernment.

The Premier : Are you annoyed ?

Mr., MALE : Yes, | honestly admit
I om annoved. The questions 1 asked
last week in connection with the State
Steamship Service were rea-onable and
were questions to whieh I expected a re-
ply, and to which a veply could have
heen given, and if the reason raised by
the Premier, that it would be giving in-
forination to other companies, had been
of any consideration at all, there might
have been, perhaps, some excuse for the
vefusal. But the information asked for
wauld have revealed nothing to other
companies, or. at any rate, nothing which
would have been of use to them. It
would, however, have disclosed informa-
tien to the country which would have
been valuable, and of much use to us in
knowing what was being done in eonnee-
tion with the State Steamship Service.

The Premier : I think we disposed of
that matter last week.

Mr. MALF : MMy reason in moving the
motion standing in my name this after-
noun is to try and get a little—T eannot
say more information, hecanse we have
had none—my object is to try and get 2
little information in respect to these
steamers. I want to find out, if I can,
what justification there is for running
the ““Bucla.”” It was given oul when
the State Steamship Service was being
inangurated that the object was to reduce
the price of meat in the metropolitan area,
and {he steamers would be running for the
purpose of assisting the small squatters in
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the North, to enable them to market their
stock. Now, I do not think that the
Premier, or any hon, member on the
other side of the House, can say that the
running of the “Eucla” is justified by that,
1t has had no influence whatever on the
price of meat in the metropolitan area,
and I am certain that the running of that
steamer will not benefit the small squatters
in the North.

The Premier: T agree with that.

Mr, MALE: If rumour speaks correctly,
as it sometimes does, and there was a eer-
tain amount of trulh in the rumour quoted
by the member for Murray-Wellington
(Mr. Georze) the other evening, it seems
to me that the trade offering for that par-
tiealar steamer does not justify the run-
ning of the boat, and T believe the people
in that part of the State could have been
just as well served ——

Mr. Gill: By tbe Adelaide Steamship
Company.

Mr. MALE: And the country would
have heen better off if the old conditions
had been permitted to continue. 1 want, if
possible, to get information which will
show us what amount of freights and what
amount of passage money has been earned
by the “Euela” We should also
have some idea of the volume of
business that vessel is doing and
some idea as to whether the con-
tinued running of that steamer is justifierl
or not. If not, why should we continue
the service? If it is justified, well and
good, and then we may let it continue.

Mr. 0’Loghlen: Why not say the same
thing about spur railways?

Mr, MALE : If rumour speaks eorrectly,
it would have been impossible for the Pre-
mier to answer my questions last week,
and I think it will be impossible for the
Premier to answer my questions this week,
inasmuech as T doubt very much whether
the books of the State Steamship Serviee
bave been written up te permit of the
Premier getting the information required.

Mr. Bolton: Have you some more in-
side information?

Mr. MALE: Last week the Premier re-
ferred to the eolossal ipnorance of the hon.
members of the Opposition. Let me Lell
the Premier that our colossal ignorance is
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not as colossal as the bungling 1n connee-
tion with the State Steamship Service.
We find that the manager has had to re-
sign, that an acling manager has been put
in bis place, and now the steamers are
to be passed on from that man to some-
one else.

Mr. Green: You are the agent for an-
other steamship company.

Mr. Bolton: And you should not diseuss
this matter,

My, MALE: ¥ think
reason for dizeussing it.

Mz, Bolion: Golden rensons,

Mr. MALE: I have a good reason fo
diseuss it when I consider that I am a non-
consenting shareholder in this wretebed
company. The Premier objected to giving
information last week because it might re-
veal something to other people which
might be useful to them. As there are no
other steamers running in the same trade
as the “Euela,” the Premier cannot raise
{he objection, that if he agrees to my mo-
tion, someone will be zetting information
that should not be diselosed.

Mr. Price: Do you wish the people of
Hopetoun and Euela to gef this informa-
tion?

Mr. MALE: Yes, I am trving to get the
information for them.

Mr. Price: They could not get their
mails before, and now you wish to stop
them.

Mr. MALE: What I want is to find
out if the inmitiation of this service was
justified, and if the Premier ean prove the
justifieation for it, well and good. The
information 1 am seeking will, to a very
areat extent, show us what justification
there was for the service.

Mr. Bolten: Wonld yvou stop it?

Mr. MALE: 1 would stop it if it were
not paying, provided equally good faeili-
ties were given to the people in that part
of the country, and by such means save
considerable expense. The people in that
portion of the State had other facilities
before the advent of the State Steamship
Service.

Mr. Lander: What sort, coffins?

Mr. MALE : A subsidy was paid for the
convevance of mails and they had their
cargo delivered to them, and the justifien-
tion that the Government claimed in the

I have every
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first place for the initiation of the service
was for some other purpose altogether,
namely, the cheapening of meat in the
metropolitan area, The Government have
certainly shown their incompetence, aud
it is my firm belief that the people, not
only in that part of the State, but else-
where, would be better served in every way
if they were served entirely by privale
enterprise. We find to-day that the rafes
are egually as high as they were before.

Mr. Underwood: That is absolutely in-
correct.

Mr. MALE: 1l is not absolately ineor-
rect,

Mr, Underwood: It is,

AMr, MALE: 1 have applied to the State
Steamship Bervice for rates and freights
and have found that they are higher this
year than they were last year. We know,
as a matter of fact, that the service on the
ecoast is ne more and no better than it
was hefore.

Mr. Price: It 1= better,

Mr. MALE: Although I have not the
figures, I think it is quite possible we shall
find that less stock will be brought to Fre-
mantle this year than was brought dewn
last year.

Mr. Price: The “Eucla” is not dealing
with stock. Will vou tell me this——

Mr. MALE: No, I will not, 1 shall ad-
dress the Speaker and hon. members
through the Speaker.

The Premier: You know the “Eucla”
is not carrying stock,

Mr. MALE: The only justification there
was for the initiation of the State Steam-
ship Service, as given to us by the Gov-
ernment, was for other purposes, and now
I want to find out by figures or by some
olher information, whether this serviea
is justified, and whether the running of
the “Eucla” is justitied by faects and fig-
ures. If we get the figures we can judge
for ourselves whether the faets are suffi-
cient to warrant the continnation of that
serviee. It is due {o the country and to
us as shareholders to know what is going
on, and to know how our money is being
spent. So far as T ean see this service
is going to run on for a couple of years
before we shall get a chance of debating
it with any facts before us. If the books
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of the State Steamship Service bave not
been written up and are not kept up to
date, what chanee have we of seeing the
accounts before the end of this session,
and if we do not see them before the end
of this session. what chance have we
of debating or ecritieising, or dealing
with these figures before next session.
And that will mean that the serviee
will have been running a eouple of years
before we get a chance of assenting to it
or making a protest, or doing anvthing
else. We are fully justified in knowing
what is zoing on. T trust the Premier
will zive us some information iv con-
nection with this partienlar service,
although he would not give us the in-
formation with regard to the service
ahout which [ moved the other wnight.
Tt was not my intention to spaak much on
this particular motion, inasmneh as my
friend the leader of the Opposilion, hLad
motions tabled before miue which would
have covered the whole :renund, 'mt un-
fortunately he was not here last week.
and my motions came on irst. I think
my friend. the leader of the Opposition,
will have a fair idea of the manner in
which these motions will be received
from the way in which these motions
are being treated. It was. as T
said before, laid down by the Pre-
mier that no information whatsoever
was to be vouchsafed to us about the
State steamers, T do not intend to
vworry for the information. 1 have asked
for plain figures, and if the 1’remnier will
give them to us, so muech the better. We
shall know to what extent the seriice is
justified, and whether the crpenditure
incurred in eonneection with the steamers
is justified. He has told us this after-
noon that the lean moneys granted in
eonneetion with these hoats have already
been exceeded. It is known in reeard to
one steamer which cost £39,M9 in Eng-
land that the expenditure in connection
with the boat is now up to £63,000 odd.
I cannot coneeive how the value of that
steamer has been inereased from £39,000
to £63,000.

Mr, Bolton: What steamer?

Mr. MALE: Not the “Eunela” In
connection with the ‘“Eacla’ I have no
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figures, but I believe it now stands to
cost £13,000, We want some infor-
mation fo find out how this capital
cost bas been made up, We want to
know what accounts the renewals and
alterations have been eharegd to. Ap-

parently, the fizures given this afternoon *

show that renewals and alterations have
heen charged to capital account. If that
is the ease it is a monstrous proposition
bevause we know, as business men, that
renewals and alterations will not add one
penny value to the boats. If we wished
to realise on the boats we would not get
anv more for them than what was paid;
I doubt if we wonld get as much. We
would be verv fortunate indeed if we did
eet as muaeh. I move the mation stand-
ing my name.

Mr. LANDER (Fast Perth) : These
steamboats seem to hort the member for
Kimberley. The hon. member knows
as well as any other member why the
“Kuocla” was put on ihe coast befween
Albany and Euela. He knows that it
was put on by the Premier, and if the
Premier had not put that bozt on he
would not have been worthy to oceupy
the hononrable position which he does
to-dayv. The boat was put on the coast to
stop one of the higgest swindles ever
tried to be perpetrated in connection
with the mail eontract along thiat coast.
The eontract for earryving the mail pre-
vious to fresh tenders beinr called for
was £4,000 approximately, but what do
we find took place? A tender was put
in lor carryving the mails for £6.000 odd,
and the Federal Gtovernment gave us to
understand that nepless the tender was
reduced no mail would be carried by
water, but that they would have to adopt
the overland mmethod of eonveving mails;
and the hon. member knows as well as
any other hon. member there was a fen-
der sent in for £€1,718. Will the hon.
member stand up and say the Premier
was not justified in stopping a swindle
like that? Daes the hon, member or any
other hon. member ptotest against a rail-
way being run because it does not pay
from the start ¥ Do we expeet rail-
ways to pay from the very beginning ¢
The ““Bucla’’ was not put on to carry
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stock, but to assist the strurgling selee-
tors at Encla and down that eoast. When
the hon. member wishes to put forward
a case he shonld put up an Lonest one
and not bluff the publie with what T may
call misieading stalements.

The PREMIER (Hon., J. Scaddan):
The attitude adopted by myself on the
previons motion submiited by the hon,
member certainly covers the present mo-
tion submitted to this Chamber. This is
information that will be duly supplied
in accordanee with the provisions of the
Trading Concernis Act, and the hon. mem-
ber is not one of those who having been
a Minister, is likely to agree to any pro-
posal that would mean giving prematura
information, or information nol assured
to be absolutely correct, The hon. mem-
ber knows very well that when an Aect of
Parliament has certain provisions which
are binding on the Government it is a
direction from Parliament that no Min-
ister or Government can overlook, and the
provisions of the Trading Coneerns Act
will be given effect to. The cost of run-
ning the “Euela,” including the amount
for repairs, will be duly shown in the
profit and loss acecount, and the amount
earned in passange money and freight
will also be shown. The hon. member ex-
pressed himself by saying that he was
very annoyed, I followed the hon, mem-
ber very closely to find out whether he
was apnoyed becanse he was a share-
holder in this *miserable eoncern,”” as he
termed it, or whether it is the intevest he
has in the shipping companies of which
he is agent. I am led to the conclusion
it is rather his interests as a shareholder
or agent in some other shipping company
rather than his interests as a shareholder
in this publie eoncern that is annoying
the hon, member. Any action on the part
of the Government that interferes with
the privileges enjoyed by a few at the ex-
pense of the many always annoys those
interested. I suppose that will go on for
ever. The fact that the hon. member and
those interested with him is annoyed does
not concern me in the slightest. The Gov-
ernment will do what they believe to be
in the best interests of the coramunity,
and because the hon. member is annoyed
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will not concern us in the slightest, and
will not make ns leave the track along
the road to success for the benefit of the
taxpayers generally. I need not deal
with the point of view that this new con-
cern should be miven a fair chance before
it is condemned, but I would say on be-
half of the “Kuela” that it has already
rendered valuable service to the State of
Woestern Austraiia by preventing what
undoubtedly would have happened, the
elosing altorether of the South-East coast
from proper mail communication. The
hon, member knows that setttlement was
the primary object and that was the rea-
son why the “Euela” was purchased for
that trade, As the hon, member for East
Perth pointed ont, when the then existing
mail  coniract between the Adelaide
Steamship Company and the Common-
wealth Government expired fresh tenders
were catled. We did not submit a tender.
We took no interest in the matter; we
knew nothing about it as a matter of
fact wntil the tenders were opened. We
were then informed by the Postmaster
General and the Prime Minister that the
tender submitted amounted to £6,500 or
£6,250, whereas they were then paying
£3,250 and the State Government were
contributing £750 for the earriage of
mails along the coast, which meant a sud-
den inerease from £4,000 to £6,500 for the
purpose of carrying the mails. One bas
to admit that it was not merely for carry-
ing the mails for which the subsidy was
paid. Tt was pointed out by the Post-
master (eneral that the mails could be
carried to the various points along the
South-East coast overland if that was all
that was neeessary, but he pointed out
that rendering assistance to the settlers
was not so mnch a coneern of the Com-
monwealth as it was of the State, and it
had been the coneern of our predecessors
when they gave £750 to the Adelaide
Steamship Company and obtained ne-
thing for it, excepting the aceeptance of
the tender by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the carriage of the mails
along the coast. The “Eucla” was never
purchased for the purpose of carrying
stoek from the north part of the State
to Fremantle or any other port. It was
never considered from that point of view
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at all, but from the peint of view of tak-
ing up the running between Albany and
the South-East poris. I eclaim on behalf
of the Government and the settlers there
concerned that we have just as much in-
terest in the settlers in the South-East
as in any other part of the State. The
hon. member would obtain a similar an-
swer no doubt if he made the same
speech to the settlers as he has made this
afternoon, What does the hon. member
propose? 1f it were found that the
“Runela” was not paying he would im-
mediately remove the “Eucla’” T sup-
Prose he would sel! her and then make the
Commonwealth find other methods of tak-
ing the mails along the South-East eoast.
The olber method adopted would be that
he would either accept the tender of
£6,500 or take the mails by land and if
he did either of these things it would be
unjust to the taxpayers to pay that ex-
orbitant amount to the steamship com-
pany for earrving the mails; and if the
mails were carried by land quite a num-
ber of settlers in that distriet would be
absolutely runined. Does the hon. mem-

bher suggest that we should ruin the set-

tlers for the sake of a few pounds? Al-
though T am not in possession at the
moment to say that is the case I admit
at onee that the trade along the Sguth-
East coast does not warrant the use of a
vessel of the type of the “Euela,” and I
have made representations to the Federal
authorities on that point, But when we
put the “Euecla” there the trade did war-
rant it. We are not responsible for the
falling off of (he trade in that distriet,
but our friends opposite are responsible.
Hon. Frank Wilson: What nonsense.
The PREMIER: T say ves.
Hon. Frank Wilson: But T say no.
The PREMIER: I say yes, becanse
our friends opposite sold the smelter
which was ereeted bv private moneys in
the Ravensthorpe district to a private
company, and the private company have
closed down the works and the distriet is
hardly known as a producing distriet to-
day. Not only is that the position, but
may I submit this question to onr friends
opposite. If it is a correct thing to take
the “Eucla” off that running beeause she
is not paying, shall we also close our rail-
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way from Hopetoun to Ravensthorpe be-
cause that railway is not paying interest,
much less working expenses. If my
friend has any argament at all we should
close that railway as well, and take the
boat off and allow that part of the State
to go withont any assistance at all. That
may be the poliey of our friends opposite,
I do not say whether it is or not, but it
is not the policy of the Government of
the day. That part of the State should
be encouraged so far as it ean be done in
the interests of the State as a whole, and
I say even if the “Eucla” is running at
a slight loss, we are encouraging the de-
velopment of that part of the State, and
undoubtedly it is well deserving of such
encouragement,

Mr. George: 1T it is showing a loss,
why not admit it?

The PREMIER: T am not admitting
anything about a loss. T said that even
if sach were the case——

Mr, George: Well, if she is making a
profit, why not say so?

The PREMTER: T told the hon.
member that all the particulars he
requires will oblainable in due course,

and they will be supplied in ae-
cordance with the law. The hon.
member for Kimherlev said that he

was annoyved bhecanse he was unable to
obtain the information, The hon. memn-
ber apparently forgets that only a few
minutes previous fo his moving this mo-
tion, I gave some particulars to the leader
of the Opposition in regrrd to the capital
expenditure on these particnlar boats:
that information was more in the natnre
of a return than an answer to a question.
but as there was no diffienlty in supplying
the information, T readily gave it. As 1
pointed out previonsly. the information
required by the leader of the Opposi-
tion in his question is totally dif-
ferent from that required by the
hon. member in pursuance of his meo-
tion. T have no objection to supplying
information that is really required in
order to enable hon. members to know
exacily what it is eosting the country to
carry on our varions trading concerns.
The hon. member knows that every month
we snbmit the receipts and expenditnre of
the various Sfate enterprises, and he has
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an opportunity of criticising them from
time to time, and has not failed to utilise
that opportunity. The hon. member is
apparently mixing the rnnning of the
“Rucla” with the running of the steamers
trading on the North-West coast. As I
said before, the ‘“Eucla” was never pur-
chased for trading with the North-West,
but for the purpose for which she is now
used, and the matter of reducing the price
of meat or giving assisianee to the small
settlers in the North-West could not be
nrgisled so far as the use of the “Eucla”
is conrerned. or so far as concerned our
intentions when we purchased her. We
never had those purposes in mind, and
thevefore, T agree with 1he hon. member
when he said that the “Eucla” cannot
affeet the price of meat or the develop-
ment of the North-West in the slightest
degrec; he is quite correet in his slate-
ment. Bul the hon. member iz not eon-
cerned so much about the “Encla” be-
cause he was continually introducing
mufter abont other steamers which are
trading under econditions different from
the “Enela.” and this is the first oceasion
1 have heard any public man or anybody
elre complain of the aetion of the Gov-
ernment in running the “Eucla” from Al-
bany to the ports alorng the South-West
coast, T wounld advise the hon. member
to get into toneh with the people there
and the traders at Alhany in order to see
whether they will agree with him that it
is not desirable to continue the operations
of the “Fucla” along that portion of the
coast. [ would even commend him to the
member for Albany, who will tell him
some of the advantages to the settlers on
the ecast and the traders of Albany ae-
eruing from the running of that vessel.
I am not going to concern myself at this
stage about the fares and freights charged
by the Government on the State steamers,
more than to say that the hon, member
was not correct in his statement that.the
charges are higher than those charged by
private companies.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The hon. member
said that they were the same.

The PREMIER : The hon. member said
they were hicher,

Mr. Male: T said they were higher than
they were last vear.



798

The PREMIER: That is not correet.
Some charges may have been raised, but
geverally speaking the charges levied by
the State sieamship service are lower than
those charged by the private companies.

Mr. Underwood: They are lower abso-
lutely.

The PREMIER : The hon. member for
Kimberley can accept my assurahce on
that point, I hope; if he will not, the hon,
member for Pilbara, representing portion
of the North-West, will be able to give the
hon, member for Kimberley some evidence
to show that wmy statement is correct. 1
can see no reason why these particulars
asked for should be supplied at this stage:
as T previously stated they will he sup-
plied in due eourse. I have been unable
to discover, although I have followed very
closely the remarks of hon. members on
the Opposition side during this discussion,
why they are so anxious to receive this
information at this stage.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why are you so
anxious to keep it back?

The PREMIER: I assure the hon.
member we are not anxzious to keep it
back, I am just as anxious as the hon.
member to know the trne position of all
our trading concegns,

Mr. Male: They make up their aceonnts
after every trip.

The PREMIER : So do we; we publish
every month a statement of our revenue
and expenditure in eonnection with all
the Government trading eoncerns, and we
will, in due course, in aceordance with the
law of the land, produce a proper balance
sheet and profit and loss aceount for the
information of hon. members and the
public generally, and even for the in-
formation of the shipping companies whe
are so strenuounsly opposing this enter-
prise of the State to assist the producers
of the North-West and the consumers of
the metropolitan area. Therefore, in due
course, the hon. member will be supplied
with all the information he requires in
this direction and in every other direction
as well.

Hon, FRANK WILSON (Sussex): I
have a motion on the Notice Paper, which
would practically cover the grounds of
this motion; at any rate, so far as the
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cost of running and the revenue earned by
the steamers are concerned, and of course
I would mmnch rather have treated the
whole matter than refer to one steamer,
as fhe motion now before the House does,
However, the remarks of the Premier
necessitate that one shonld give some little
teply, even on this mofion. The motion
of the hon. member for Kimberley is a
perfeetly innoeent one and it is a reason-
oble one: all he wishes to know is the
cost of ronning a eertain steamer which
helongs to the State .steamship service,
the amomnt which has heen expended in
repairs, and alen what the hoat has earned.
The question is whether members will, in
their wisdom, refuse (o give the hon, mem-
her that information, and, of course, get
it for themselves at the same time, or
whether they will say that it is reasonable
information to ask from the Premier and
the Governmenr and pass the motion in-
strueting the Government to provide these
figures. 1 cannot, for the life of me, see
why this information should be witbheld.
Lhe hon. member has pointed out that the
public require the information. 1 ean
emphasise that, and later on when moving
my own motion T ean emphasise it per-
haps in mueh stronger terms than at the
present moment. The publie are anxious;
thev want to know what these State
steamers are doing and what they are
costing the country. and the sooner that
information is fortheoming the better it
will be for all coneerned, both Parliament
and the publie,

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You will then rake
up some other bogey,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Hon. mem-
hers opposite are all bogies, and I will
knock them down one after the other until
T have cleared the deck of the whole iot.
The Premier, unfortunately, takes this as
a personal matter. Alwayvs when an hon,
member on this side asks for information,
the Premier takes the matter as a personal
one and hits back at once. Tt is a public
duty, so far as the members of the Op-
position are concerned, to ask for in-
formation, and no one knows it hetter
than the Premier. He exercised his right
to the fullest extent when he oceupied the
position T now ocenpy. Tt is a public
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duty of the members of the Opposition
to seek for such information as they
deem it to be in the interests of the publie
to know, If we were asking for something
which it was impossible to provide at
reasonable cost and at reasonable trouble,
then I could understand the Premier and
his colieagues refusing to grant that in-
formation. Such refusals have been made
on many occasions when it has been
pointed out that the information when
given would not compensate for the extra
cost to the State in getting it. But to-day
we are asking for something which onght
to be on record wonth my month, week
by week, and voyage by voyage in the
office of the State steamship service.

Mr. Underwood: Give us this day our
daily information.

Hon, FRANK WILSON : The hon.
metnber must refresh his memory and
repeat his prayer in proper language. Tt
is not information he wants but intelli-
gence, although I wonld not go so far as
to accuse him of colossal ignoranee, as the
Premier has aecused members on this side.
The Premier said that he was surprised
at our colossal ignorance regarding the
Aet governing trading concerns, and said
that under that Act he is poing to satisfy
all comers, in due course. What does
that Aet provide? Ti provides that the
hooks of each trading comcern shall be
balanced on the 30th June unless the
Government otherwise preseribe. Well,
assuming that these accounts wers bal-
anced on the 30th June, is it not time that
Parliament kad them?%

The Premier: We need not supply all
last year’s accounts unless we choose.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: The Premier
has no choice in the matter. He is
responsible to the people and to Parlia-
ment, and he must give the information.
I dare the Premier to refuse. Let him
keep the thing in darkness and mystery
for another 12 months, and hear what the
people will say. The Act only provides
that the accounts shall be balanced on the
30th June in each year, and it gives power
to the Government in Council to name
some other day, if thev think fit. It
further provides that annually aecounts
and balance sheets shall be placed on the

799

Table of the House. So the position is
that we may very well go through this
session of Parliament, close down, and
never see those aceounts.

The Premier: When should those ae-
counts commenee in compliance with the
terms of the Act?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Since the
(lovernment commenced running the
steamers.

'I'he Premier: What about all the other
irading concerns? Wby were they not
brought under the Act?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I do not
know what the hon, member is referring
to,

‘The Premier: The accounts of your
irading concerns were never kept,

Houn, FRANK WILSON: The accounts
of all our trading eoncerns were kept in
accordance with the Act or laws of Lhe
country, but even if we broke the law a
thousand times that would not justify the
Premier in following our lead. "What is
the use of this childish attitude of saying
“You did something worse”—insinnating
that we did something worse, not proving
it?

Mr, Munsie: The public proved that at
the last election.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Well, if the
public did, they made a mistake, and they
are going to rectify it at the earliest pos-
sible moment. They cannot reetify that
serious error so far as the State is con-
cerned until they get another opportunity
by means of a peneral election.

Mzr. O'Loghblen: Are you anxions for
it?

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Let the Pre-
mier ave an eleeiion at the carliest op-
portunity. I am ready for it.

Mr, (*Loghlen: And the eountry is
ready for you. ’

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The country
is quite ready for me. There is no diffi-
culty about giving this information; in
all steamship companies’ officies trip aec-
counts are kept with regard to vessels
under the control of the management.
There is a balance sheet prepared of the
running expenditure, and the revenue
earned on each trip, and that is embodied
later on in a general balance sheet for



800

the 12 months, or six months as the case
may be. I bhave only to refer to the evi-
dence given by our own steamship mana-
ger before the Royal Commission the
other day to prove my contention in this
respect. Of course I cannot expect, and
I suppose it is too much to expect, that
the members of the Government will eredit
me with any knowledge of this sobject.
Taking the evidence of the State steam-
ship manager, we find ihe following ques-
lions and answers:—

Mr. Holmes: Has a profit and loss
acconnt been made out for each trip?

Mr. Sudholz: It has been made out
for each trip separately. We eall them
working aceounts. The earnings and
disbursements of each steamer are kept
separate and the disbursements are
classified under three headings which ave
sgain sub-divided. The three headings
are the running charges which comprise
the payment made by the owner in the
case of a chartered vessel, the charges
incidental to any voyage, sueh as port
dnes, and the third items are the charges
which are the direct results of the car-
rying of cargo and passengers.

Mr. Holmes: Ts an account such as
vou say is made up in your office made
up in the Adelnide Steamship Com-
pany’s office?

Mr. Sudholz: We have adopted the
Adelaide Steamship Company’s system.

This shows at ance that the information is
easily ohtainable, and it is of no use for
the Premier to hide himself under any
Trading Concerns Act or the Anditor
General’s performance of audits, as all
this information ean be got by a simple
journey to the Stale steamship office.

Mr. Green: You ought to be pleased
that they have such good baokkeeping.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: We were not
so foolish as to have State steamers run-
ning which have cost this eonntry a total
loss approximate to the total value of
the steamers.

The Premier: You promised fo do the
fame,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T there is
anything that should make the Premier
hide his head for all time it is the admini-
stration of this department and the re-
sulis of socialistic enterprise so far as the
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State steamers are concerned, Thirty
thousand ponnds was lost last year as
shown by the Treasury accounts, and the
amount will probably be £50,000 when we
get the accounts ncxt month. The Pre-
nater says it is a new coneern, that we musi
give it time, and that it will be all Tight
if we give it time. 1 say that if they keep
going on as they bhave done the position
will be like that of the vld wouman who
was selling eggs af 1s. & dozen for which
she had paid 1s. 1d., and saying “It is the
big turnover that makes the profit.”
The Government are going deeper
and deeper into the 1mire in eon-
nection with these steamers, and the loss
will be increased until the people take
the maiter into their own hands and say
“Bo far, but no further; we are tired of
these State enterprises and you can get
out and make room for someone else to
¢lear up the mess.”

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
ber is anticipating his motion.

Mr. Underwood: He is not doing it out
of ignorance.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am reply-
ing to certain interjections thrown out
time after time and to the Premier's re-
marks. Am 1 out of order, Sir? I do
not want to be deprived of moving my
motion,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
have to be careful, otherwise he will de-
prive himself,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T am reply-
ing to the Premier’s remarks.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier eonfined
most of his remarks to the Sonth-East ser-
vice,

Hon, FRANK WILSON: He referred
very strongly to the State steamship ser-
viee as a whole.

Mr. SPEAKER: T do mot think it is
wise. except in a limited rense, to pursue
that subject further.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: T want to
point out that the excuse of the Premier
was a certain Aet we passed last session,
the Government Trading Concerns Act,
and that excuse is not snficient. The vear
closed nearly three months ago and it is
time that this House had information con-
cerning an enterprise which hon. members
kunow, from remarks that have heen let
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drop by the Premier time after time and
figures published by the Treasury, is on
the wrong side of the ledger. We want
to know where we are, It is no use burk-
ing a thing and saying, “You must not
have the information.” It is in the office
to-day and I guarantee 1 could go there
and if the books are properly kept I could
take it out in a couple of hours. To say
that the information should not be sup-
plied to this House s insuliing to its in-
telligence.

Mr. George: It is very evasive.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
referred to the good this steamer “Eucla”
was doing on the South-East ecoast. I have
no doubt she is to the Limited few who
ean avail themselves of the facilities she
offers. The Premier says she is too good
for the trade, which is tantamount to
admitting an error of judgment, and it
is practieally admitted that it would bave
been better to have gone on paying the
subsidy.

The Premier: The “Eucla” is hetier
than paying the subsidy, they reqnired us
to pay £3.250 per annum.

Mr, Male: And you will pay £5,000!

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Very prob-
ably the Premier will. I have a vivid re-
collection of the engineer’s report when
it appeared in the Press regarding this
steamer, some fime ago, and if it is a
eorrect report it goes to show that the de-
preciation on this steamer will be some-
thing enormous.

The Premier: Are you sure you are not
mixing things up?

Bon. FRANK WILSON: I expect to
mix the Government up very consider-
ably before 1 am done with them. I will
tie them up in a knot.

Mr. Underwood : It would be a granny’s
knot.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It will be a
pleasant surprise indeed if the loss on the
running of these steamers is not more
than the subsidy which the Premier wonld
have to pay for a private system. The
smelter which has been referred to could
never have been worked unless there was
ore to work it with, Even if it were to-
day under the Premier’s contrel he could
not work that smelter because of the im-
possibility to produnce that ore. The
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smelter was got rid of because it was a
losing eoncern, and because there was a
company whieh absorbed mest of the
mines down there, and took it off the Gov-
ernment’s hands and ran it themselves.

The Premier: You are speaking withoul
your book.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: And jusl as
that smelter was got Tid of in the in-
terests of the State, so no doubt will the
“Huela” have to be got rid of in the very
near future, because the State will not
bear the burden of the State steamships
month after month, It is a steammer which
ought not to be run while other people are
providing the necessary service. It seems
to me that the Premier wants to hide the
results -of his mal-administration of this
service as long as he possibly ean, and
for that reason he puts off the fatal day
for producing a proper report and bal-
ance sheet and supplying the information
which we have been trying time afier time
to get, but without avail. T hope the
House will see it is a reasonable request
that the member for Kimberley (Mr.
Male) has made in this rootion, that it
will not cost any expense, and that the in-
formaiion should be made publie.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) : The
leader of the Opposition says it is a
reasonable request that this information
should be given to the hon. member who
has just asked for it, and to the public
eenerally. T aeree with the leader of the
Opposition in that regard; only it shonld
be given when it has been daly audited
and proved to be correct by the Auditor
General of thizs State, according to the
laws of the country. ’

Hon. Frank Wilson: You do not
want this balance sheet aundited.

Mr. UNDERWOOD : I would feel
absolutely safisfied if the hon. memher
were andited. He was audited less than
two years ago. which accounts for his
presenit position. I want to say a few
words in regard lo the State steamers.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Itisthe *‘Encla’
that we are diseussing.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Exactly; we will
diseuss the “Euecla.” The hon. mewm-
ber for Kimberley in discussing the
“‘Euela’ has stated that the Efreights
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have not heen lowered on the North-
West coast. I want to state, as a matter
of absolute and positive fact, as the bon.
member knows, that the farus liave been
reduced hy 10 per eent. all round. and if
the other companies come down to that
we will reduce Lhem another 10 per cent.
As a matter of fact the Government
boats are trading and earrying passen-
gers for 10 per eent. less than the ecom-
panies represented by the lion. member
for Kimberley were. The hon. member
says the freights have not been reduced.
He can get bullocks shipped now from
Broome or Port Hediand at £2; the
companies are charging £2 10s. He ecan
get them shipped from Derby for £2 2s.;
the eompanies ave charging £2 10s.
These are plain. straightforward facts
which the hon. member must he aware

of.

Mr. George : What has that te do
with the ‘‘Eucla’’?

Mr. UNDERWOOD : Nothing. If it
did, the hon. member would not uader-
stand it. With reference to the state-
ment that fares have not heen reduced,
the hon. member knows absclutely that
they have. With regard to the purpose
for which these vessels were put on the
coast, there are different opinions. Some
hon. members on the opposite side of the
House have put up certain statements
and say, ‘‘This is what they were put
there for.’”’ In my opinion they were
put there to assist the settlers in the
North-West and on the South-East
coast. In regard to the South-East, 1
have not the slightest shadow of doubt
that the "‘Euela’ is giving a better
service than bas ever been on that coast

before. With regard to the North-West,

T can say that we found pariienlarly,
on the down trip, that one eould not ship
anything from any of these ports. I
came throngh Port Hedland just after
last election and one could scarcely get
on the Port Hedland wharf for wool.
The companies trading there then would
not eall in and take the wool on the
south trip. There was tin, any amount
of it, lying on the Port Hedland wharf
for months and months, and steamers
have run by and left it there. As soon
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a» tie Government put a boat on that
coast the other companies would come
in for a shearer’s swag. We have never
been short of a ship at Port Hedland
since the “Kwinana” siarted running,
and so far as the settlers of the North-
West are concerned 1 am quite prepared
to leave the ‘case to them.

Mr. Male : Soam L

Mr. UNDERWOOD @ Yes, and your
next opponent will be prepared te do
so too. The statement that we were only
to carry the snwmll squatfers originated
in the imagination of the imaginative
members opposite. There has never beenr
any sueh statement made. Tt arose on
of the extraordinary imagination of mem-
bers opponsite. Those ships in my opinion
—and T had as muech to do with them as
any man in the llouse; I bave always
advoeated them— were put on the coast
for the benefit of settlers on that coast,
whether large or small, There is this
to be said to the credit of the Govern-
ment:

Mre. Male : You are liedging now.

Mr. CNDERWOOD : Do yvou not wish
I would.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
must address the Chair.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD : I am endeavour-
ing to do so, but the ignorant remarks
from opposite take me off my course
occasionally, just as a stray dog would
disturb a flock of sheep. In regard
to those ships, I want to say that the Op-
position have endeavoured by every pos-
sible means to detract from the benefits
the ships have given te the people of the
coast. Thev know that they are going to
got a balance sheet. This (Fovernment
passed an Act making it law that a bal-
ance sheet should be distributed. They
know they are going to get that balance
sheet, and they are afraid it is going to he
in favour of the steamers. They are
afraid it is going io be against Holt’s line,
which employs black labour on the North-
West coast. They are afraid that when
this balance sheet comes forward the peo-
ple of Western Australia will be satisfied
that white men c¢an run the ships on this
coast and that black men can get off it;
and those influenced by the companies,
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and those making profits by being agenis
for these companies, naturally want to dis-
credit these ships before the properly
andited balanee sheet comes down. It has
been provided that the balance sheet shall
be issued

Mr. Georze: When?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When it is made
out. In deing thal, we provided some-
thing which the Opposition were afraid
to provide.

Mr, Munsie: Which they refused to pro-
vide.

Mr. GNDERWOOD : The hon. member
says we are going to do things in a burry.
There is one thing we did in a hurry—we
put him in his place.

Mr. George: Who is that?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: You.

Mr, George: In what way?

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Now, in regard
to this proposition of trading concerns, the
previons Government had trading con-
cerns, several of ithem. They never made
the slightest provision to have the accounis
audited or presented in anything like a
proper condition. They never gave us
the slightest information in regard to
them,

Hon, J. Mitchell: We never denied you
information.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
ask for it.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: When the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) is fn-
ished I want to say the system of book-
leeping adopted by them would not per-
mit of their giving information. They did
not know themselves. This Government
desire that these things should be tried on
their merits. We want accounts to be pro-
perly kept and properly audited, and
therefore we passed a measure providing
that they must be audited and properly
taken out. But one of the difffenlties
which the Government have to face is
that {here were previous trading con-
eerns, balance sheets of which should
have been brought forward years and
years ago; and those trading concerns,
through the mismanagement of the pre-
vious Government, through their neglect-

You did ‘not even
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ing to get ont balanee sheets, make it
most difficult for this Act to be applied.

Hon. J. Mitebell : You did not have your
books written up at all.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Why did not the
previous Labour Gowvernment do some-
thing of the sort ¢

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As I said, if is
impossible to go back. The leader of the
Opposition endeavoured to make some
eapital out of the evidence given by Mr.
Holmes before the Royal Commission. T
just want to express the opinion that J.
J. Holmes is a pimp.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. Frank Wilson: I object to that ex-
pression; it is most offensive.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon. member
says it is most offensive. Just a while
ago he used the old worn-oui platifude,
and referred to my ignorance.

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 never mentmned
your ignorarnee,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Oh no, you did
not know about it, did you. I say that
J. J. Holmes bas acted the part of a pimp.

Mr. SPEAKER: QOrder! I bave al-
lowed hon. members a good deal of lati-
tude on this question, but I find it always
leads to difficulties in ultimately restrain-
ing the debate. If I insisted upon hon.
members strictly discussing the motion,
hon. members would complain of being
gagged, and so I have to allow latitude;
but immediately I allow a little latitude
slilt more is taken. I ask hon. members io
respect the latitude I give them, and (o
help me in keeping them as close to the
motion as they can be kept.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As a representa-
tive of the North-West the hon, member
who moved this motion was absolutely out
of order when he referred to the North-
West at all, and as another representative
of the North-West, I say that if vou give
him latitude I am entitled to it alse,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member who moved the motion may bhave
exceeded the terms of his motion when he
referred to the North-West, which un-
doubtedly he did; but very frequently an
hon. member exceeds the terms of his ro-
tion for the purpose of applying his re-
marks to the motion, for the purpose of
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making illustrations, and it is very diffi-
cult for me to know when to pull him up
if I am {o be strictly fair to him. But
becanse in (his instanee the mover of the
motion referred to the North-West, I have
allowed other members to refer to it also,
and the hon. member who now complains
has not been backward in making remarks
in regard to the North-West, either. But
I would ask him to resirict his remarks to
the motion.

Mr. UNDERWQOD : The leader of
the Opposition Las relerred to the evi-
dence given by Mr. Holmes befure the
commission,

Hon. Frank Wilson: T have nol.

The Premier: You read the evidence.

Hon. Frank Wilson : 1 id not; [ read
the evidenee given by Mr. Sudholz.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And the gqnestions put
by Mr. Holnes,

Hon. Frank Wilson: 1 read the evidence
of Mr. Sndholz in regard to acconnls.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! After all, the
explanation is unneeessary. The hou.
member can apply himself to the terms
of the molion. I intend to make no fur-
ther restriction in his ease than I have
done in the other case, but I want the
House to help me to keep order and carry
on the husiness in a proper manner. Jf
they fail in that respect, I shall be com-
pelled to insist that no divergence what-
ever be made from the striet terms of the
motion, I ask the hon. member not to
diseuss Mr. Holmes, because Mr, Holmes
has nothing whatever to do with the mo-
tion,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I was ouly mak-
ing a passing reference to Mr. Holmes,
and I am sorry to have had to do so. [
just want to say that in regard to lhe
Royal Commission on the State Steamship
Service mentioned by the leader of the Op-
position, that eommission, to my 1sind, in-
quired really as to the ability of one par-
ticular man, namely, Mr. Sodolz. All T
ean say is that T have met Mr. Sudolz,
and I rather appreciated him., T regret
personally that he has seen fit to resign
from his position. I sincerely irust that
those who have been instrumental in hav-
ing his removal brought about are now
satisfled.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: And ruined his healll.

Mr, UNDERWOOT: 1 am net eounting
his health, but when one has a man shifted
L thiok we ought tv drop it. I would,
anyway, and 1 would be ashamed to men-
tion it. The leader of the Qpposition said
ihat his (fovernment was not so foolish
as to altempt to run State steamers,

1lon. Frank Wilson @ Speeh as these,
was what T said.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 1T have a lively
recollection of Aecting Premier Gregory
roming along at one time, and with
a great outburst of splendour in the way
of oratory and verbiage, announcing that
he was geing to have an inquiry, and that
it as a result of that inquiry it was found
that the people of the North-West were
not getting a fair deal, he would wvun
State steamers. T have another recoilec-
tion, su lale as the last eleetion, of the
Icader of the Opposition and his party
coming forward and claiming Lhat they
were going to run thesa ships.

Mr. George: Not these ships.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: But other ships.
Of course the hon. member will tell us
directly that he has always been in favour
of karri; but it was not the same karr
as we are dealing with., If we have to
listen to the experience the hon. member
had it must lead us to the conelusion that
he camne ont of the Ark. I have very hitle
more to say. 1 trust the Opposition will
he able to restrain themselves for a few
weeks in regard to this motion. They
will then get the information brought right
up to date, and will know that it is ahso-
Iutely sound, because it will have been
andited hy the Auditor (jeneral, over
whom the Government have no control.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington) :
If the hon. gentleman who has just re-
sutned his seat wants about the shortest
reply that can be given to his maunder-
ings, it is supplied in his last sentence,
when he says that if the Opposition will
only wait a few weeks they will have
the accounts brought up to date, and
properly audited. If there is any rea-
son for applying any weight to the Pre-
mier’s remarks, the hon. member who has
just spoken is, in his own favourite
simile. knocked into a cocked hat. The
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Premier stated that under the Trading
Concerns et it is necessary to furnish
aceounts to the end of June. We do not
wait fo wait until October to get ae-
eounts for June. We are asking for
sceeounts for June. and we have a right
to get them, If a man in business
troubled himself as to how his aceounts
were going only at the end of twelve
months instead of looking into the posi-
tien each manth, he wounld vervy soon find
himself in the Bank parlour, and after-
wards in  its correlative stage-—the
Bankruptey Court.  Any man knows,
hon. members supporting the ({overn-
ment know, that in orlinary daily life
they balance up, as traders and bankers
balanee up, whether they have a pound
or whether it is a matter of a few thous-
and pounds. They do not wait for pro-
perly audited accounts, but they put
their hands in their pockets and find per-
haps a stiver. [f they have not got it
they know they eannot ‘‘shount,’’ and if
they have, they know they can try to
dodge it. The motion has nothing to
do with the hon. memhber or with the
promises of the Oppesition, bnt with
the performances of the present Govern-
ment. Surely the present ‘lovernment
in their sirength, supported by their
mighty majority, buttressed up by the
Trades Hall and the Labour Congress
are absolutely afraid to put befere the
House, apparently too cowardly to show
to the country the result of this ener-
prise.

The Premier :
coward I know.

Mr. GEORGE :
figurativelv.

Mr. SPEAKFR : Order! The hon.
member must not use that language. It
only provokes retaliation.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Tt is one of his usual
Spasims.

Mr. GEORGE : T am not referring to
the personal courage of the Premier. I
should be foolisk to do that.

Mr. Heitmann : If a man is a coward
politieally, he is a coward personally,

Mr. GEORGE : As far as the hon.
member for Cue is concerned

You are the biggest

[ am only speaking

805

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. memher
must drop those terms.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Is this vour per-

oration 7

Mr. GEORGE : When T was so inw
consequentially interrupted by a lot of
interjections which have verv little sense
on their face, 1 was pointing out that
the hon. member for Filbara und the Pre-
mier were not in the same street. The
Premier has told ns that we shall have
properly audited balance sheets in due
counrse. We are not asking for them.
We are asking for what tite [Premier
must have in his possession. 1 refuse to
believe that the PPremier is such a poor
man of business as nof o have this in-
formation; he must kave it in his office
up to the end of the month. If
members of the House have any rights,
I am beginning to believe that we
have not, we should eertainly have a
right {o this information. Will the
Premier be frank and face the situa-
tion and tell the Opposition straight
out that he will not give them any infor-
nmation whatever and let the couniry
nunderstand it ¥ 1If so, T shall be per-
fectly satisfed. 1 will nol waste my
breath und my honest indignation on u
briek wall.

The Premier : What ¢

Mr. GEORGE : 1 know the hon. mem-
ber cannot understand the honest part.

The Attorney General : Neither of
those things is here.

Mr. GEORGE:: I can believe the At-
torney General. Neither of those things
is on the Government side. Both are on
this side.

The Attorney General: The brick wall,

Mr. REORGE: T am trving to get the
Premier to face the situation. He will
have to face it sooner or later. Is he
going to tell the people of the country
that in his pesition as Premier he refuses
to give to their representatives in Par-
liament any information which they are
entitled to have? Is he going to tell the
country that he knows this particular ship
has lost money to such an extent and is
losing it every day, every week and every
month to sueh an extent that he is too
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timid to let the country know how it is
being - hamboozled ?

The Premier: Your imagination is ron-
ning riot again.

Mr, GEORGE: Is the hon. Premier
going to have the front to bring into the
Hoase nexi week a Land and Income Tax
Bill impo=ing taxation on the people, the
amount of which is governed and con-
siderably affected hy the loss whieh is
being made on these nonsensical steamers?
The houn. member for Sussex wanied to
know the ecost of repairs. I was down in
Albany last April and saw a most inter-
esting sight. Tt was worth paying to see
and was more interesting than a pieture
show. There was onr beautiful ship the
“Fuela,” and four men were engaged in
chipping the funnel to get the rust off.
There were nine persons and one officer
engaged in bringing along the wharf a
pair of steps which two men conld have
carried with ea<e and neither would have
needed liquid refreshment if he had car-
ried it alone,

Mr. O'Toghlen: What were you drink-
ing?

Mr. GEORGE: There was the Govern-
ment steamer “Eucla” at Albany

Mr. Harper: And the Government
stroke.

Mr. GEORGE: And as I said the men
were chipping the funnel. I was on board
the steamer “Karoola” and it occupied
an hour to berth her at the wharf,

Mr. Heitmann: I sappose those men
would he the crew.

Mr. GEORGE: And the amount of rust
which these men chipped off the funnel
in that time could hardly have been
eovered by the papers of the cigarettes
they consumed,

Mr. Heitmann : That is a statesmanlike
utterance.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know about it
being statesmanhike. If it were I should
be casting pearls before swine to place
it before the hon. member.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member will withdraw that statement and
apologise,

Mr. GEORGE: Well, sir, I only men-
tioned a guotation from Seripture. May
I not be allowed to——

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SPEAKER: No.

Mr, GEORGE: Then I regret that the
Biblican anthors——

Mr. SPEAEKER : Order ! The hon.
nmember will {ake his seat. The hon. mem-
her must not refer to another hon. mem-
ber in these terms—easting pearls before
swine. The very strong inference is that
the hon. member for Cue, well—the hon,
member will willidraw,

Mr. GEORGE: If T have hurt the
feelings

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not care whose
honour has heen hart., I ask you to with-
draw and apologise.

Mr. GEORGYE: T withdraw and T regret
that I allowed my honest indignalion o
ran on hiblical lines,

The Premier: Take the hair off your
head.

Mr. GEORGE: Nature has done that
for the Premier, but has heen more kind
to me. Well, I withdraw the remark and
apologise. I hope the hon. member will
understand that interjections such as he
makes cause me to retaliate. I am sorry.
Regarding this ship, I say that without
fear of contradiction, there is not a mem-
ber of this House but if he had seen the
same thing, would be absolutely satisfied
that there is a great waste of money and
time going on.

Mr, Heitmann: Would you condemn
the service altogetber from that ineident?

Mr. GEORGE: N¢, and T am not con-
demning the “Eucla” because I do not
know enough about her, but what I want
to know and am eondemning is the un-
necessary secreey shown by tbe Premier
and his desire for secrecy when he refuses
us this information. T have said and T
repeat it again, that one half of the
troubles whieh the hon. gentleman brings
upon himself, troubles whiech tend to
Jower the dignity and office he occupies—

The Premier: Do not worry about me.

Mr. GEORGE : One half of his
troubles, I say, arise from the fact that
either he mistakes his position or else
evades his responsibilities. The responsi-
bility of the Treasurer of this Stafe is
to be free and above board n his various
statements,
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Mr. Q’Loghlen:
that he is otherwise?

Mr. GEORGE: And the Premier ecan
do no good by keeping this information in
a pigeon-hole. That the hon. member has
the information is beyond question, I
am satisfied he has too many brains to
ever allow these concerns to go on withont
having information regarding their posi-
tion brought before him every month. He
knows that he receives a daily Dalance
from the Under-Treasurer regarding his
funds and that he gets a daily report from
the Railway Department and from other
sources— I do not know ahout the
butehers’ shops, though they also ought to
supply one—and why cannot he give us
this information? To pat us off with the
excuse that it ought to be audited 'is to
throw a reflection quite nnwarranted up-
on the eapabilities of the accountants who
have to deal with the accounts. Turning
back the old records of the proceedings
of this House we can find almost every
week instances of returns having been
given by the Railway Department. Some
hon. members wanted to know what had
been earned in ecertain exenrsions and
others wanted to know what had been
paid in wages 1n a particular direetion,
and so on. What course was then
adopted? The Government did not wait
for the Auditor General to audit the ac-
counts. The Commissioner had the fignres
obtained from his books and sent to the
Premier and all the Premier has to do in
connection with this request is to send for
the acconntant dealing with the steamship
affairs and ask for the figures and present
them to the House. If T were in the
Premier’s shoes, which God forbid——

The Premier: Hear, hear !

Mr, GEORGF : T£ I may explain what
T was going to say, il was God forbid
that T should be in the eireumstances in
which the hon. Premier now is. If 1
were in the cirenmstanees in which the
Premier is at present——

Mr. Thomas: Do not worry.

Mr. GEORGE: I will not be worried
by the hon, member. The country is en-
titled to the fullest information regarding
these enterprises and the more so because

Are you soggesting
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there have been on all sides of politieal
opinion a considerable amount of anxiety
in regard to them. If they are not paying
it is open to the Premier to say that he
lias not had a fair time and that in siart-
ing all businesses there must be a loss and
a heavy expenditure to begin with, but
let the Premier take the people into his
confidence. From his experience he mast
know he has never got over any hig trouble
by trying to hide his bead beneath a pil-
low, or, like the ostrich, in Lhe sand. A
man faees the situation and if the Pre-
mier does so. the conntry will like him
the more for it.

Mr, Bolton: Like vouor redistribulion.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 pever redistributed.

Mr, Bolton: You had a bit in ii.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must stick to the question,

The Premier: He lins not touched it
yet.

Mr. GEORGE: T have tonched the Pre-
mier on the raw anyhow. What does the
hon. member for Kimberley ask?

The Premier: You do not know afier
reading the motion.

Mr. GEORGE: 1 do nol know what
constitueney the Premier represents or
misrepresents,

The Premier: T represent the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! What has this
1o do with the question?

Mr, GEORGE.: Nothing at all.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member——

Mr. GEORGE: T could not help the in-
larjection.

Mr. SPEAKER: T cannot allow the

hon. member to go on like this. He is
embellishing his remarks with a lot of
matter not apropos of the subjeet. He
is asking for information and is alleging
that the Premier is refusing the informa-
tion as far as this question is concerned,
and he is resenting the Premier’s refosal.
I must say that he is in order, so far as
that is concerned, but T hope he will get
back to the question some lime.

Mr. GEQCRGE: I did not remember the
constitieney which the mover of the mo-
tion represents.

The Premier: Do you remember your
own?

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know the Pre-

mier’s,
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The Premier: And the constituenls o
not know you.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GEORGE: Before tea I was lrying
to impress upon the 1’remier how baseless
was the opposition that he was making (v
the return moved for by the hon, member
for Kimberley, [ showed that it wus absu-
Jutely unnecessary that he shoutd keep
the House waiting for these figures on the
plea Lhat it was pecessary to have a fully
audited balance sheet. If it was neces-
sary to give a conerete example o con-
tradict the P’remier, I need only refer to
the figures which he gave to the hon. mem-
ber for Sussex (Ilon. Frank Wilson) to-
day when thal gentieman asked a gnestion
regarding the expeudilure on steamships,
and how much of the £100,000 mentioned
in the schedule ol the Loan Aect, 1912, had
been disbursed. The Premier gave cer-
tain figures but he gave no certificate Lhat
thuse figures had bheen audiled by the
Auditor (jeneral. He knew perfectly well
that that was not necessary, and there is

. 00 necessity that the figures asked for in
this motion should be other than ordinary
trading figures which the Premier must
Lave every month placed before him, and
about whieh, no doubt, he cousults his
colleagues. I maintain that if this atti-
tude on the part of the Government to re-
fuse reasonable information is continued
in this way, it proves to the eountry that
there is something of which the Govern-
ment are anshamed, something of which
they are not proud, and which they desire
to hide and keep sceret,

The Attorney General: Nothing of the
sort.

Mr, GEORGE: I have the word of the
Attorney General that it is nothing of the
sort; then let the hon. member get up in
his place and repair the omissions of his
leader, and give to us the figures which he
knows perfeetly well it is desired shonld
be given to the House and the country.

The Altorney General: You know that
you wifl get the figures as provided for
bv Act of Parliament.

Hon. Trank Wilson: Next year.

Mr. GEORGE: We are not all trained
leeal men, thank the Lord, and we cannot

[ASSEMBLY.]

all get on to these subtleties which occur
to those trained in this particular profes-
sion, but we can understand the tigures
that we are asking for, and we are not
asking for them from any paliry motive,
but becanse we know the great anxiety
there is throughout the whole of Western
Australia, and that anxiety is not confined
lo the ranks of the Liberal party.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
sler) : Is there a Liberal party now?

Mr, GEORGE : The whole of the people
of Western Ausiralia want light thrown
into these dark places. Where the Govern-
ment are anxious to hide things only one
inference can be drawn, and it is not good
for the Government, and is unworthy of
the traditions of this honourable House.
‘What do we ask for? The cost of ruoning
the “Eucla,” including the amount which
has been expended in repairs. All that is
necessary is to state £10,000, £15,000, or
£50,000 as the case may be. We do not
ask for shillings and pence. We also ask
for the amount earned by the “Enela® in
freight and passage moneys, and the mem-
bers of the Government with their uneasy
consciences think that if they give this in-
formation they will be subjected to the
eriticism which they know very well they
deserve,

Mr. Foley: They are getting it whether
they deserve it or not.

Mr. GEORGE : Because they know per-
feetly well that they deserve it, they are
trying to put off the day of reckoning. Tt
is idle for the Premier to state that the
leader of the Opposition, when leader of
the Government, did not keep proper
trading aceounts, What does it matter to
the eountry what the hon, member did?

Mr. Underwood: I admit that,

Mr, GEORGE: The country is not con-
cerned with what was done many months
ago, except that the people are now suf- -
fering a somewhat tardy repentance and
are preparing for a reformation which
will land my honourable friend. the mewm-
be for Sussex, in the seat of power very
soon. 1 have only one more thing to say,
and that is I regret vervy much a remark
made by an hon, member opposite in re-
ference to one of the chief witnesses in
ronnection with the Roval Commission,
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Mr, SPEAKER: Order! I will not
allow any disenssion on that matter. |
ask the hon, member not to refer to that.

Mr, GEORQE: I was not going to say
anything objectionable, May T refer 1o
{he “Eucla” as one of the steamships in-
cluded within the scope of the Royal Com-
mission ¢

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member ean
de so provided that he keeps within the
rules of order.

Mr. GEORGE: I am desirous of kecp-
ing within the rules of order, When a
Royal Commission is appointed in refer-
ence to any State matter, such as one
was with reference to these steamships, of
which the “Eucla” is one, those who come
forward to give information as witnesses

+in conneetion with sueh a commission
should at any rate be protected from the
eandemnation which some of them have
received during the present session.

The Attorney General: You are very
sensitive on their bebalf,

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : The leader of the Opposition gave
the reason when speaking on the Address-
in-reply, becanse of something he thought
bad taken place.

Mr. GEORGE: May I ask the Honor-
ary Minister to put his question through
you, Mr. Speaker, then I can reply to if.
T wanted to point out that this Hounse
should, above everything else, see that
those who are called, or are likely to be
called, as wilnesses before a Royal Com-
mission are protected from any charges
that might be made against them in this
House, Those witnesses, if they come for-
ward fearlessly and give their best, whe-
ther it suits the people in power or not,
in the interests of the State in connection
with a matter of this sort, shonld, at any
rate, be protected against statements from
which, if those statements were uttered
ontside this Chamber. they would he pre-
tected by the law. T do not think it is
necessary to say anything more than the
few remarks T have made. T naturally
felt verv indignant that the Premier by
his statement should take up the attitude
of deferring the giving of information
which members on this side have a right to
ask for. and when the members of the
Government resnme their place on this
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side of the House, which they will do be-
fore long, I hope that they will profit by
{he lesson they have tried to give to the
Opposition.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
inster) : I disagree with the hon., member
for Murray-Wellington. I say it is not
advisable to give fizures until one has a
properly audited balance sheet of ac-
counts. I want to give a comparison to
show the inadvisability ot doing so.
During the last vear in which the hon.
member for Murray-Wellingtun held the
hooourable position of Cominissioner of
Rarlways—-

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has that to
do with it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Mia-
ister): I am going to explain the reason
why accounts should be audited. The hon.
member presented an account on the 30th
June, 1906, showing that he had stores
in hand valued at £239,113 6s. 10d. Dur-
ing the year from the 30th June, 1906,
to the 30th June, 1907, the storekeeper
presented a report to the hon. gentleman
and showed in that report, which was not
an audited report, but purely a statement
made to the hon. member, that the whole
of the stores and material received
throuzh the Agent General during that
vear amcunted to £28486 25, 3d.: the
value of stores and material which he re-
ceived from local wmerchants and pur-
chased from the Fastern States amonnted
to £225,669 14s. 6d. That means that for
the stores in hand when he presented his
balance sheet, with the stores received as
stated by his storekeeper, there wonld he
a total amount of £493,269 3s. 94. Dur-
ing the year the storekeeper in hig report,
an unaudited report, stated that be had
issued material from the stores to the total
amount of £346,831 13s, 11d., which would
leave him, in the ordinary way of think-
ing, stores in stock on the 30th June,
1807, to the value of £146,437 9s, 104.
But, Mr. Speaker, the auditor’s balance
sheet came out as presented by the hon.
member to this House—it was the last
balance sheet presented by him as Com-
missioner of Railways—and instead of
showing stores to the valne of £146.437
9s. 10d.. it showed stores in hand to the
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value of £244475 9s. 1d., or £98,037
19s. 3d, more than the other figures would
prove to be the value of the stores in
stock at that time. Therefore, it shows
that to give information until the ae-

counts are properly fized up is likely to
lead anyone in a wrong direction. Those
latter figures showing stores in hand are
taken from the annua! report which, I
take it, is an audited statement. The
other, the storekeeper’s statement, is not,

Mr. George: The books are all andited.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : One is a statement from the stare-
keeper such as is asked for by the mem-
ber for Kimberley. The hon. member
asks what is the eost of running, and the
amount of money received, in-an exactly
similar manner as the information which
was presented to the member for Murray-
Wellington when he was Commissioner
for Railways, relating to the stores he re-
ceived, and the stores he issued, and then
when the annnal balance sheet came out
it was found that he showed he had over
£98,000 worth more stores than the figures
which had been supplied by the store-
keeper. This is not the first time I have
mentioned this incident in the Chamber,
but after that the storekeeper’s report
was kept out of the annual report alto-
gether.

Mr. George:
that?

“Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister): I never said the hon. member was,
These statements T have made are old, but
thev show the inadvisability of acceding
to a request snch as that made by the
member for Kimberley. There is no
doubt that the hon. member will have all
the information that he desires at the
earliest possible moment, that is, immedi-
ately the accounts are made ¢ut under the
Trading Concerns Aet; then information
not onlv 1n regard to the State steam-
ships hut to all the other trading coneerns
will be supplied in the form of a duly
audited statement. That ought to satisfy
hon, members opposite or reasonable
members of the community, but I know
that whatever information we supply will
not satisfv members opposite.

Am I responsible for
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Mr. MALE (in reply): I do not think
it needs many words from me to reply lo:
the discussion which has arisen on the:
motion I moved in the earlier part of the:
evening. I quite thought from the atti-
tude of the Government last Wedpesday
that any thirst for knowledge I might
have in regard to the State Steamshp-
Bervice would be resented and refused.
The only palpable reason put up by the
Premier is the fact that the accounts have-
not been audited, and this point has been
emphasised by the Honorary Minister,
who also declared that it was not safe to
give figures unless they were audited. I
take it from that, that from now on it
matters little what we ask for in the way
of returns, we shall not get any informa-
tion until the accounts are audited. That’
seems to me & very weak reason and &
very poor one too, We have the right to-
certain fizures, and certain returns can be-
made out without having been audited.
As the leader of the Opposition pointed
out, in econnection with the hooks kept for-
the State Steamship Service, each trip
has practically a profit and loss account
of its own, and after each trip it ought
to be possible to ascertain what the cost
has been, the amount of wages, the quan-
tity of coal econsumed, and other charges.
There is also the manifest which gives the-
correct return of the eargo carried, and
the freight collected.  There is also the-
return of passage money, and all the fig-
tres and the facts that are required, and
what T asked for was a return of certain
of these figures. I did not ask the Pre-
mier to furnish me with a profit and loss
acconnt. I knew it was not in his power
to do so at the present moment, but T was
entitled and the House and the country
were entitled to have certain figures in
connection with the trading concerns, or
any other concerns that it might have
been desired to seek information about.
The Premier tried to get very heroic in
his remarks and wanted to refleet on this
side of the House by stating that we
would deprive the settlers in the South-
Fastern portion of this State from get-
ting a mail service or getting a steamer
serviee of any kind, The Premier knows
very well that nothing of the sort is in
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the minds of hon. members on this side
of the House, but T still contend that we
are entitled to certain figures o endeav-
-our to ascertain for ourselves whether the
country and the settlers and the people
in the State generally would not have
been better off to-day if we had continuerd
to pay a subsidy instcad of runaoing a
service of our own,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
member is bringing in new matter, which
will not be sllowed.

Mr. MALE: I think the Premier re-
ferred to the fact that too large a subsidy
have been asked by a private company in
eonnection with the carrying of mails
from Albany to Eucla, and the fact that
this subsidy was asked by a private com-
pany rendered it necessary for the State
Government to bring along a steamer to
save the situation, The amount of the
subsidy the Premier said was some £6,000
—T am not certain of the actnal figures.
Our proportion previously was, I believe,
£750 per annum. Even supposing we had
to pay a similar proportion, we would
have saved

The Premier: Supposition again.

Mr. MALE: The Premier only had
had supposition to go on,
The Premier: T had facts before me.

Mr. MALE : Even supposing our
subsidy had increased from £750
to thc difference which would have
bronght the fignres up to £6,000.
I still feel that we shonld have
made a mnch better bargain if we had
paid the subsidy. The Premier refuses

to give us any figures and the chanees are -

that we shall not get them until after the
Housé adjourns. ¥ still contend that we
have a right to these fizures, so as to see
for ourselves what the position is, and I
firmly believe that had we paid the addi-
tional sobsidy the couniry would have
been better off.

Mr. Hudson: Do you know what sub-
sidy the Adelaide Steamship Company
asked for a renewal of the contract?

Mr, MALE: The Premier has already
fold us and if the hon. member will not

liggen T do not intend to repeat the in-
formation. We have a right to the in-
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formation which is asked for in this mo-
tion so as to make comparisons, but ap-
parently from the Premier’s remarks,
and those of the Honorary Minister, it
will be nseless in the future for ns to ask
to be supplied with figures becavse the
reply will be that the figures have not
been andited, and that the figures con-
tained in the books of the different trad-
ing concerns cannot be relied upon until
they have Leen andited; so that, there-
fore, we shall get no information at all.

Mr. Munsie: Anything bar the State '
steamers.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes . .. ..o 12
Noes .. .. Ve 27
Majority against .. 15
AYES. °
Mr. Allen Mr. Nanson
Mr. Brout Mr. A, E, Plenss
Mr. George Mr. A. N. Plesss
Mr. Harper Mr. F, Wilsou
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Male
Mr. Mlitchell (Talier) .
Mr. Monger
Noga.

Mr. Angwin Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Mullany
Mr. Bolton Mr. Munsle
Mr. Carpentler Mr, "OtLoghlen
Mr. Collier Mr. Price
Mr. Foley - Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Qardloer Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Glil Mr. Swan
Mr. Green Mr. Taylor
Mr. Hudsou Mr. Thomas
Mr. Johnston Mr. Underwood
Mr, Lander Mr. Walker
Mr. Lewis Mr. Heitmann
Mr. McDonald (Teller).
Question thus negatived.
RETURN—DIAMOND DRILLING

SUBSIDIES.

On motion by Mr. HARPER (Pin-
gelly} ordered: “That a return be laid
upon the table of the House showing the
amount spent on subsidisine diamond
drilling on the goldfields for the financial
year ended 30th June, 1913.”
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PAPERS—BALLA BALLA JETTY,
LEASING.

On motion by Mr. GARDINER (Roe-
bourne) ordered : *‘That all papers in
connection with the recent leasing of
the Balla Balla jetty be laid on the table
of the House.”’

Resolved : That motions be eontinued.

RETURN—AVONDALE ESTATE, RE-
VENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

Mr. BROUX (Beverley) moved—

That a return be laid upon the Tabie
of the House, showing: 1, The amount
of money erpended in live stock, seed,
manure, Insurance, management, wages,
and other requirements, other than im-
provements on the Avondale estafe
during the yecar 1911-1912. 2, The
total amount of revenue received from
the above estate during 1911-1912,
irrespective of revenue derived from
the sale of stock despatched to the
Avondale estate from other State
farms,

He said : In regard to this motion I
may explain that the Minister for Lands
has approached me on the subjeet and
pointed out that it would he very te-
dious for the officers of the department
to po through &ll the items and give me
every little defail in connection with
each of them. In consequence of this I
am prepared to amend my motion by re-
stricting its application to a halance
sheet showing the receipts and expendi-
ture for the vear 1911-12 of the Avondale
estate. My objeet in doing this is to
save the officers of the department so
much trouble as wonld be entailed in
gelting out the whole of the information.
I would like the Minister to allow me to
reserve the right to ask for details in
connection with any partienlar {ime
abont which I may desire the fullest in-
formation. Tf the Minister will do that I
will azree to amend my motion.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member
can only amend his own motion with the
unanimous consent of the vwhole House.

The Minister for Lands: With the
permission of the hon. mewber, and in
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order o facilitate the matter, I will move
the amendment.

Mr. BROUN :
the better inethod.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
T. H. Bath}: 1 move an smendment—

That all the words after “a” in the
first line be struck out with a view to
inserting ‘“‘balance sheet showing the
operations of the Avondale farm for
the financial year ended 30th June,

1912, be laid on the Table of the

House.”

I may say that although this is not one
of the coneerns gazetted under the Trad-
tng Concerns Act, we have a balance
sheet prepared. I informed the hon.
member of that, and suggested that it
would probably meet his desire with re-
gard to the information asked for in the
motion. In the event of his desiring any
further information I will be willing to
supply it, as far as possible, to the hon.
member. T have the balance sheet pre-
pared and will lay it on the Table at an
early date.

Amendment (that all words after ‘a’*
in the first line be struck out) passed.

Mr. PRICE (Albany) : There is just
one question I desire to ask the Minister.
He proposes to insert in the amendment
the date 30th June, 1913, whereas the
original motion makes mention of 1911-
12,

Mr. Broun : T asked for 1912-13, al-
though it appears on the Notice Paper
as 1911-12.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam} : T un-
derstand the molion as amended will re-
quire the Minister to supply information
in regard to the working of the Avondale
esiate, that is to say, to supply a profit
and loss aceount in connection with the
cropping and stock.

The Minister for Lands: It is already
prepared.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course the
Minister will see that we get information
which will show a credit to the farm for
the siock belonging to the Government
which Las been running on the farm. I
understand the Government have pail-
docked a good deal of stock there frgu
time to time since the estate was pur-

Perhaps that will he
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chased, and the Minisler will require to
credit the estate with a fair amount for
paddocking the stock. Otherwise, the ac-
counts will not show a true statement as
beiween those cattle and the actual stock
bought and sold on aceount of the estate.

The Minister for Lands: The balance
sheet will show the whole of the opera-
tions, The balance sheet is a complete
statement of the operations on the estale.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then again, the
estate has been held up from sale for the
past two years, and, naturally, interest on
the purchase money for the blocks that
have bheen reserved will require to be de-
bited.

The Minister for Lands: 1t has been de-
bited.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I would like lo
point out that I am very hopeful the work
of this estate will show a profit, und for
that reason I am glad that this balance
sheet has been asked for. But the Minister
has, I think, exceeded his powers in the
reserving of the estate for the purpose of
cropping. 1n my time, it is true, T deler-
mined thal the estate should be utilised,
and crops sown in order that inferest
might be earned ; but I did not propose to
refuse an application for any bloek within
the subdivision.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is not
within the secope of the diseussion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : This estate is be-
ing worked, and a balance sheet is asked
for in connection with the working of ihe
estate. I desire to point out that this es-
tale has been held up from sale, and, it
baving been held np, the interest on the
whele ot the unsold portion of the estale
will have to be charged against ihe profit
of the farm. Whilst I hope that the oper-
ations will show a profit, it is undesirable
that the estate should be held and worked.
Unfortunately, we are asking for a bal-
ance sheet becanse the estate might long
ago have been sold. I understand ‘he
Minister is now selling the estate.

The Minister for Lands: Not all of it.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well, I hope the
Minister, when he presenis the balance

sheet, will let us know what he intends fo
do with regard to this farm in the fature.
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1t is desirable that repurchased estates
should be dealt with as soon as possible.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That is en-
tirely beyond the scope of the discussiomn.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the resulf
of the balance sheet will be that the estate
which the Minister bas in his hands at
Avondale will be dealt with as it should be
dealt with, and not continued as a farm,
not under present conditions at any rate.
If we bave earned a profit, it bas to be
remembered that this is not one of the
ordinary State farms. 1t is permissible,
i think, to discuss this aspect of the ques-
tion. It will he very satisfactory fo find
that we are making a profit, and [ want
the Minister to realise that if he is going
to run the estate as a State farm the
House should be taken into his eontidence,

The Minister for Lands: 1 have already
done so. 1 have given the House the
rensons for relaining it,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: 1 know the Min-
ister said something in the Elouse about
growing seed wheat, but I do not know
what the Minister intends to do in regard
to the reserved portion of this estate. T
have heard that the intention is fo run it
as a State farm.

The Minister for Lands: I have told you
already the reasons for retaining it; I have
given them to the House.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: 1 do not know
what the Minister iniends to do, but if he
1§ going to run it as a State farm the
House should be told.

The Minister for Lands: You have been
told.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It should he
made quite elear to the House what he in-
tends to do in regard to the farm, How-
ever, we are to get a balance sheet show-
ing the actnal profit made. The Minister
has denied us the right to get any of the
details, Of conrse, he has told the member
for Beverley that he will supply details
of any single transaetion; hut it would
have been better to let the motion go
through in its original form. It is desir-
able to have a profit from the farm, and
as we are to get a balance sheet we-
have something to be thankful for.
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Mr. LAXDER (East Perth): 1 would
like to have seen this molion go right back
to the inception of this estate. This is one
the black “spees.” that helped to put some
hon. geutleman in the position they are
in to-day. What is wanted in cotnection
with this estate is a correct balanee sheet,
a balance sheet in connection with this
estate, and, if it were permitted, 1 might
gay, in conneciion with the purchase of it.
This would be something worth placing
befare the electors of Western Ausiralia,
the whole husiness in conneclion with
the Avondale estate. The only thing T ve-
gret is that I have not a similar properiy
{o band over to my friends, the same as
this estate was purchased by {he previous
Government from their friends. 1t is one
of those black marks which always tend
to the discredit of any Government.

Mr. BROUN (in reply):My object in
framing the motion was (o have some idea
as 1o whelher the Avondale estate was be-
ing run at a profit or not. I did not think
hon., members would wish to go back so
far as the pufchase of the Avondale es-
tate; because it is a well known fact that
the estate could have been disposed of lovy
ago 1f the Minister for Lands
had been desirous of disposing of it.
My reason for asking for this informa-
tion is, as I have already staled, that 1
wani fo see a balanee sheet in order
to know whether the estate is being
run at a profit, and 1 hope that in show-
ing a profit and loss aceount the Minister
will take into consideration the whole of
the defails, inclnding interest, the profits
made on the paddock and the stock, and
the profits the Agricultural Department
have made out of growing wheat and
other crops. The Minister has already
informed me that the whole of these de-
tails will be considered when the balance
sheet is being framed. Therefore, I am
quite satisfied to take the balance sheet
as produced by the Minister, more espeei-
ally as he has promised me that if there
is any item I wish to go into in detail
1 may do so.

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended, agreed to.
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RETURN — POWELLISED TIMBER:
ROYALTY PAID BY RAILWAY
DEPARTMENT.

Mr. GEORGE {Murray-Wellington)
moved—

That a refurn be [aid upon the Table
of the IHouse, showing the total amount
to June 30th, 1913, paid by the Rail-
way Department to the holders of the
powellising  process as royalty on—
(a.) Sleepers wsed by the department
itseldf: (DY Nleepers treated for olher
State departments: (¢.) Bridge and
building timber used by the depart-
ment itself; (d.} Timber nsed by the
depariment for car agnd wagon con-
struction and repair,

There should be no ¢hjection to the in-

formation asked for being given. The

reason for desiring the partienlars was
that in conneetion with the State enter-
prises the Government were venturing on
rather a new departure in regard to the
powellising process, and he wanted to
satisfy himself as to what was likely to
be the cost of the process in connection
with those enterprises,

Question passed.

RETURN---RAILWAY EMPLOYEES
VISION AND HEARING TESTS.

Mr, LEWIS (Canning) moved—

That a return be laid upon the Table,
showing:—1, The number of employegs
in the Transportation Branch of the
Railway Department who were exam-
ined in vision and hearing for the 12
months ended J0th Jume, 1913, 2,
The number of such men who failed in
suck tests,

The object in asking for the return was
to ascertain the effert of the new method
recently adopted by the Railway Depart-
ment for testing men’s eyesight. In the
past it had been the eustom to subject the
men fo a practical working test, but now
a new system had been adopted by which
the men were tested by a card with vari-
ous lights close together, and several had
been rejected although they had subse-
quently suceeeded in passing a very
severe exanination before a doctor. This
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was a most important matter, so far as
the officers were concerned, heeavse some
men after years of faithful service had
risen to a higher grade and increased
pay, and then on being subjected to this
eyesizht test failed and were reduced to
a lower grade. Whilst it was absolutely
necessary thai the department should have
men tested so that they would be abso-
Intely competent to read signals, espeei-
ally men engaged in the running of trains,
still he coutended that all that was neces-
sary wes a practieal working test as to
the candidate’s ability to dislinguish one
flag from another in the day time at
distances of 300, 500, and 800 yards, and
one light from another at night,
Question passed,

PAPERS—HOSPITAL FOR THE
INSANE, (CLAREMONT.

Case of Rudolph Hein,

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)

moved—

That the petition of certain inmates
of the Hospital for the Insane at Clare-
mont, forwarded to His Excellency the
Governor on the 22nd May last, as also
a letter, dated the 23rd Jume, 1913,
from an inmaie named Rudolph Mein,
addressed to the Hon. the Premier, be
placed on the Table of the House.

There was no need to speak to the motion
because the Premier was quite agreeable
that the papers should be placed on the
Table,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
There was no objeetion to the letter and
the petition referred to in the metion
being placed on the Table, but it was
desirable that the whole of the papers in
¢connection with the detention of Rudolph
Hein in the hospital for the insane should
be placed before members, so that they
might understand the position better than
if they had only the petition and the
letter of 23rd June., Hein had been given
all the consideration that it was possible
to give. In fact the Government had
gone out of their way to see that he, being
a foreigner, was given consideration that
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was not extended to any other inmate in
the asylam. They had endeavoured in
every possible way to satisfy him, but
apparently that would be impossible. He
moved an amendment—

That all the words after “also” in
line 4 down to and including “Premier”
in line G be struck out and the follow-
ing inseried in lieu, “all papers in con-
nection with the detention of Rudolph.
Hein?

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara): This
was a familiar ease. Hein had been known
to him when he was tin mining in the
North-West, and sinee then he (Mr. Un-
derwood) had seen him several times and
rone through his papers. The Attorney
General had also had the papers before
bim. The case was an unfortunate one,
with which bhe and the Attornev General
had the utmost sympathy, but thev had
to admit that Budolph Hein shonid be de-
tained in the Claremont asylum.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: He writes very
Inecid letters.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: And he talked
very lucidly in an ioterview until one
knew the exact case that was on fhe un-
fortunate man’s mind. He knew many
of the eircumstances in regard to which
Hein complained in connection with the
deep lead worked by Jack MeDonald at
Moolvella, and the charge against the late
Dr. Durack, formerly acting warden of
the Pilbara goldfield, When one entered
into that question with a knowledge of thé
eircumstances he discovered that Hein
was oot correct, that he had something
pressing on his brain, that he was not
absolutely sane. One sympathised deeply
with the man because as a prospeetor he
had heen a man amongst men, but there:
was no possible doubt that his mind was
unhinged. What was to be done with
him was 3 diffienlt question. He was not
a person who eould be reasonably allowed
af large, and he conld do no good for
himself if he were liberated. On the last
oceasion he (Mr. Underwood) had seen
him he was worn to a shadow, and was
not likely to do any harm to anybody
except himself. Tf it were possible to
send the man back to Germany to be
cared for by his people that course shonld
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e followed, but haviug a personal know-
ledge of Hein and his canse, he was of
opinion that the Governwent could not
possibly do anything tor him exeept treat
him well in the Claremont asylum,

- Hon. FRANK WILSON (un amend-
ment) : There was of course no objection
on his part to the amendment moved by
the Premier. The notice of motion had
been put on the paper and moved at the
request of the inmate. Rudolph Hein,
who wrote to him in the following terms
under date 29%h July, 1913:—

Sir,—0m the 22nd May last thirteen
inmates of this institution sent a peti-
fion to His Exeellency, Sir Harry
Barron, K.C.M.G., the Governor of
this State, to order his Ministers to ap-
point a Royal Commission presided
over by a judge of the Supreme Court
to invesiizate the administration of the
Lunaey Aet, 1903. We gave the reason
why a public investigation should be
held. On the 12th June last His Ex-
celleney informed me that he had trans-
mitted my letter of the 22/5/13 to his
Ministers. As the Scaddan Govern-
ment have done nothing in the matter,
T heg vou to ask the Premier to lay on
the Table of the House our petition
and ga letter of mine of the 23/6/13 to
the Hon. the Premier dealing with my
own case, so that hon. members may
judge for themselves if a publie in-
vestigation shounld be held. Thanking
vou in anticipation, T remain, vours
respectfully, Rudolph Hein,

That was a letter which, on the face of
it was couched in proper language. Tt
simnly asked that Parliament should be
made acquainted with this petition, and
whilst realising that this was an excep-
tionally sad case, as evideneed by the hon.
member for Pilbara (Mr., Underwood)
and from some reeollections of his own
of the papers on the file, he was very
much struck by the manner in which this
inmate had composed his letters and felt
it his duty to acnniesee in the request econ-
tained in the letter, and after mentioning
it to the Premier, had tabled the motion.
His one objeet was that Parliament should
be seized with the eontents of the petition.
‘Whether it was desirable that the whole
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of the file should be placed on the Table,
le did not know; he did not remember
sofficient of the papers. The Premier
mentioned that he thought he would put
them on the Table together with the peti-
tion, and the Premier must use his own
discretion. If it was deemed advis-
able that the whole of the papers
in connection with this unfortunate case
should he brought before Parliament and

‘made public, he must bow to that decision,

but the least we could do was to agree
to the course set forth in the letter that
the petition which could not by any means
expose anything that ought not to be
made public. and the letter written to the
Premier which did not contain anything
which ought not to be made publie, should
be open to hon, members so that they
might, if they deemed it desirable, take
further action or confer with the Minis-
ters as to what further action should be
taken in this ease. Hein alone was not
affected. There had been several in-
quiries into his case at the hands of the
Government. He (Mr. Wilson) was not
making any complaint at all, but the
petition affected 13 inmates.

The Premier: He is making a com-
plaint and members may be easily misled
by the petition and the letters.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: Ii would be
agreeable to him if the whole of the
papers or any papers which the Premier
thought necessary were laid on the Table,
so that members would be satisfied that
everything that ought to be done had been
done in conneetion with this lamentable
case. He was eonstanily being bombarded
with letters of this kind and no doubt
other hon. members had had the same ex-
perience. The Attorney General bad re-
ceived many such letlers, and had dis-
cussed the matter with him,

The Attorpev (General: They are writ-
ten to all the judges.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The time had
arrived when some of these papers—a
sufficient nammber—shonld be made avail-
able to hon. members, and he was only
acceding to the request which seemed a
reasonable one, contained in the letter he
had quoted.
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Mr, GILL (Leederville) It was
pleasing to him that the Premier had
suggested laying the whole of the papers
in connection witl this ease on the Table.
Like other hon. members. he had re-
ceived letters from Rudolph Hein on
several occasious and if he was not mis-
taken, a petilion from that inmate had
been presented last year. The one under
discussion wns presented this year. On
reading the first letter reeeived from this
inmate he, like the leader of the Opposi-
tion, was impressed. This inmate cer-
tainly could write a very sensible letter
and he had thought that & man who eould
write such 3 letter did not appear to be
a fit subject for this institution, On mak-

ing inquiries, however, he had found that

the Government had been previously
bombarded with letters and had taken all
steps they eould possibly talke to investi-
gate his ease, and had come to the con-
clusion—aund, in his opinien, rightly—
that Hein shounld be detained in the in-
stitution. Conscquently, it was pleasing
thet the Premier had suggested laving
the papers on the Table s¢ thal hon. mem-
bers, some of whom he knew had re-
ceived lerters, eould peruse the papers
ond see what steps might be taken to
investizate the case. This would eclear
away doubts and convinee hon. mem-
bers that all steps possible, and in fact
more than were generally taken, had
been taken in this ease. He lhoped the
Premier would take an early vpportunity
of laying the papers on the Table so that
hon. members could look Fhivough them
for themselves.

Amendment put and passed.
Question. as amended, agreed to.

MOTION—GAME ACT REGULA-
TIONS.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) moved:

That an address be presented to His
Fxzcelleney the Governor praying that
the regulations made under The Game
Act, 1912, and appearing in the “Gov-
erament Gazette” of the 11tk July,
19135, be disallowed.
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He ssid : The particular ohjection I
have to the regulations is that they pro-
vide that a license fee for killing kap-
garoos shall be £3 and that a license fee
for selling kangaroo, skins shall be £1.
Now, T hold that kangaroos are to a very
great extent in fmany parts of this State
a pest, and that being so, we should not
place any restrictions upon people killing
these animals. I do not know what rea-
son the present (Government bave for
inereasing the license fee. 1t has been
suggested that it is with o desire to
secure revenue. It seems {o e there
are many ways which would be more
productive of revenne than that of in-

ereasing the license fee for shooting
kanzaroos. There may be, say 100, pos-

sibly 200 kengaroo shooters’ licenses
taken out in this State and if we in-
crease them from €1 to £3 each, and also
charge them £1 for selliny the skins
after thex have obtained themi—a matter
that ts open to argument—it would only
amount to a few hundred pounds. T
want to point out that it is only a few
years aro cinee the State was paying
£1,000 a vear for the destruction of kan-
garons because it was found that they
were destroying lhe grass und drinking
the water which the pastoralists required
to feed and water their sheep on. It is
right enough to talk of getting revenue,
but T contend it is not a fair and legiti-
mate proposition to iry to get revenue
from persons engaged in killing a pest,
It has been stated that a good deal of
money is obtained from the sale of kan-
garoo sking, T think the amount last
vear was something like £20,000. The
amount obtained in Vietoria for a similar
period in respect to rabbits and rabbit
skins was something like a quarter of a
million pounds; yet nobody has ever sug-
gested that people should be licensed for
obtaining rabbits. I would also like to
point out that there are many other op-
portunities for incressing license fees as
well as those of kangaroo shooters. For
instance, there is a license for cutting
firewood. Some thousands of pounds, and
possibly millions of ponnds worth of fuef
is being eut in the Kalgoorlie and Basi-
ern Goldfields districts to supply the
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mines with fuel and the license for eut-
ting the wood is 1s. a month, whereas,
when it comes to shooting kangaroos the
Government ask people to pay £3 or £4,
1 am not exaetly sure which, but I can
quite understand that by the time the
policeman has had an argument with the
kangaroo shooter the man would pay £4.
A man can get a lieense to look for gold
and other minerals all over the State in
the form of a miner'’s right for 5s, a
year. Some tens of ithousands of pounds
are obtained by fishing in this State and
a4 man can get a license to fish for £1 a
year and I think if he applies later than
the 30th June he can get it for 10s. Com-
ing to the auestion of kanaaroos, I am
forced to the eonclusion that there has
been a very great deal of what might
be called maundlin senfiment in regard to
the preservation of Australian game. As
regards Australian game, T submit to no
man in my desire to see that game pre-
served, hnt there is no possible chance
of the kangaroo being oiterminated.
We provide in onr present Aect that no
-one can take certain game, including
kangaroos and opossums unless they have
a license and where there are restricted
districts these animals must not be killed
at all. Those men who have been en-
deavouring to grow a bit of wheat a little
further out than anyone else has been,
know perfecily well the enormous dam-
age that can he done hy kangaroos, and
those who know homan nature as it is
displayed in Ausiralia, are aware that
whether the law forbid= it oar not. if a
kanzargo or anvthing else destrovs a
man’s wheat he will shoot it. I defy the
Hon, Mr. Kingsmill, or any other run-
mad sentimentalist. to prevent the settlers
of this country from shooting kangaroos
when they are undounbtedly destroving a
wheat erop. or are interfering with a
man’s prospects of getting a living,

Mr. George: Why shonld they be put
nnder a penalty as they are under the
Aect? '

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There is another
proposition. Tt was stafed in the previous
Aet that people eould kill kangarcos for
food. Of course, I sympathise, after
-serions and long experience, with any-
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body wbo has to eat any part of a kan-
garoo except the tail, and I want to say 1
do not care for too much tail.

Mr. George: Tt is not too bad for a
change.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Not as a change,
but tinned dog is better than kangaroo.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Oh!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: There we have
the snburban busbman again. There is no
doubt that the hon. gentleman has been
through King’s Park and has plucked
some kangaroo paws. As a matter of
faet,” T was born in the bush, and was
reared there, and had my share of kan-
garoo before T was as high as one of
these chairs,

My, George: What abont pork and
kangaroco?

Me,. UNDERWOOD: I will admit that
to eal pork cooked with kangaroo does
not spoil the pork. We know, so far as
the South-West is concerned, so far as
the wheat area is concerned, that the set-
tlers in that area are going to shoot any
kangaroos they find damaging their crops,
and those who like them to eat are going
to shoot them for food, while those who
do not care about them for food, will pos-
sibly shoot them for fowl feed: but look- -
ing at the wmatter fairly and squarely.
we know that the kangaroo, so far as the
whent areas of the sonth-western distriets
are concerned, must beecome extinet. If
we retain the kanearoo in the Sonth-West
area the only place to do so is on a re-
serve. We have a considerable flora and
fauna reserve and we eould increase it.
As a matler of faet it would not matter
mmch to the settlement of this comntry if
we reserved the whole of the Darling
Range, and on that reserve we could crow
all the fauna desired. hnt when we come
into the settled partz of the country,
where men are tryine to get a hving, we
must reecognise that the kangaroo is going
to be exterminated. 8o much for the
Sonth-West. T.et me tell hon, members
that in the North-West we have an en-
tirely different proposition, and T am sur-
prised indeed that the Hon.Mr. Kingsmill,
who knows that country, shonld altogether
overlask this point. In the North-West
we have millions. tens of millions, hun-
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dreds of millions of aeres of land which
will never be closely settled, and on that
tand it is not possible to exterminate the
kangaroo. The kangaroo shooters will
only follow that occupation when kan-
garoos are plentiful.  While they are
scarce it will not pay them to follow it,
and there is no possible or earthly hope
of the kangaroo ever being extinguished
in Western Australia.

Mr. Swan: Agar Wynne extinguished
him,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Agar Wynne ex-
tinguished Charlie Frazer’s kangaroo, hut
it is a difierent kanraroo I was speaking
of. 1 wani to say that this House has
never had a fair chance to discuss this
proposition.

Hon. J. Mitehell: We have discussed
it often,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T think that in
1907 the hon, member for Northam, who
who was then Honorary Minister,
bronght down a Bill providing that kan-
garoos should not be shot in prescribed
areas, and he promised that the Bill wonld
not apply in the North-West. This par-
ticular Bill in 1107 came before the House
in the Tast day or two of the session,
and at an early hour in the forenoon,
about 11 o’clock. At that time the then
memher for Geraldton (Mr. T. L.
Brown) moved an amendment to insert
the words “and areas” after the word
“eonditions.” The object was so that the
‘Aet would not apply in the North-West.
It was recogmised by every man in the
Chamber that the kanwaroo was a pest
in the North-West, The (hen member for
(iaseoyne (Mr. Butcher) made a state-
ment as a pastoralist of some experience
that he had found the kangarco caused
very considerable damage. He found
that a kangaroo eats about twiee as much
grass, and drinks about twice as much
water as a sheep, and if there were a
nomber of kangaroos on a man’s run it
simply meant that he eonld not keep so
many sheep upon it., The then member
for Geraldton moved his amendment,
seeking to provide that the measure
should not refer to the North-West. The
Minister said there was no necessity for
the amendment. as the object desired
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thereby was attained by tha provisions
in Clause 2 of the Bill. He said, “Under
the clause it was provided that certain
areas should he proclaimed. This would
meet the objeet of the hon. member.”
Mr. Butcher said—

The Commitiee would be safe in
allowing the clause to pass now that
the Minister had given an assurance
that he would frame regulations not
preventing the free shooting of kan-
garoos in the North. A squatter told
bim that more kangaroos watered at
certain wells on his run than sheep.
He wa= strongly opposed to licenses
being issued to kangaroo shooters in
the North-West portions of the State,
for persons should be encouraged to
destroy kangaroos there.

Mr. Brown then said—

After the assuranee of the HKlinister
the Commiltee could safely leave the
matter in his hands. 1f men bad to
chiain licenses fewer kangaroos would
be shoi. He asked leave to withdraw
his amendment.

The amendment was by leave withdrawn.
In saying that he would leave the matter
in the hands of the Minister was where
Mr. Browu made the mistake, In that
case we had the assurance of the
Minister that there were not going
to be any license fees charged in
the North-West. Immediately we gob
into reeess out eame regulations putting
the license fee np to £1, and that license
fee was enforced throughout the North-
‘West. The Minister did not know i, I
have told him before, We members of
the North-West were vietims of mis-
placed confidence, When this Bill came-
before the House last session the hon,
member for Gascoyne (Mr. MeDonald}
hung it up to a considerable extent, and
eventually it was knocked out on a point
of order. Tt was introduced again and
we struck it again in the morning after
an all-night sitting; and on that occasion
we had the assurance of the Premier that
it was not going to apply. The debate-
was resumed as follows, in connpection
with Clause 10—
Mr. MeDonald: It was bis intention-
to move an amendment to this clause,.
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and he bad the consent of the hon.
gentleman who introduced the Bill in
another place.

The Premier: I cannot agree to it

Mr. MeDonald: We counld vote
against the e¢lanse and throw it out. He
was bonnd by the people be repre-
sented not to allow a clause like this
to go through without making some
protest.

The Premier: You will kill the Bill.

Mr. McDonald: Whatever might be
the fate of the Bill, he would be com-
pelled to move that provision be made
in accordance with the terms of the
second schedule that the law referring
to marsupials should be struck out for
al! portions of the State north of the
twenty-seventh degree of latitude. That
would not interfere with the intention
of the Bill so far as the preservation
of marsupials was eoncerned.

The Premier: I will give you an op-
portunity at the beginning of next ses-
sion to adjust the matter if you like.

Mr. McDonald: On that under-
standing he would not press the re-
quest.

"The clause was put and passed. They

took Mr. McDorald down just as they
did Mr. T. L. Brown.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hou. member for
Gaseoyne,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The hon, member
for Gascoyne just as previously they did
the hon. member for Geraldton. I will
say this for the Premier that a Bill has
‘been introduced, but in the meaniime in-
stead of giving heed to the protestations
of members from the North-West, repre-
senting the country where kangaroos are
an undoubted pest. instead of allowing
things to go on until that new legislation
was enforced, they have raised the fees
for sheooting kangaroos from £1 to £3,
and have put in an extra iicense of £1
to sell them. Of course, they claim that
that does not apply. but I can imagine
the position with 2 reasonably well edn-
eaated policeman and a kangaroo shooter
in the North-West, The latter pays £3
for a license to shoot, then goes to sell
his skins. and the policeman asks him
‘whether his license is for selling, and al-
thongh the Attorney General may be able
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to explain matters, notwithstanding that
the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill may be able to
explain that a man has not to have a
licensa to sell as well as to shoot, I am
of opinion that it will work out that
those attempting to obtain kangaroo skins
in any part of the country will have to
pay £4 for the privilege of doing so.
Mr. George: That is quite right.

My, UNDERWQOD: I want to say, in
eonclusion, in regard to the South-West
that kangeroos will be shot, and we have
this position, that if it eosts £4 to sell
those skins they will be allowed fo rot.
There is no possible shadow of doubt that
the people in the South-Western districts,
in the wheat areas, will kill the kangaroos
if we put that charge on them, It
simply wmesns that they will either
break the law, which is highly prob-
able, or they will let the skins rot.
I think it is inadvisable to bave laws of
this description. It is inadvisable to
have laws which result in an absolute loss
to the State, by reason of those laws be-
ing responsible, as in this case, for the
skins of kengaroos being allowed to rot,
or having laws which the people are in-
clined to break. In regard to the Norih-
Wesl, it is absolutely impossible for kan-
garoos ever to he exterminated by ordin-
ary process. There are millions of aeres
of land where the kangaroo is at home and
where he will always be at home. In re-
gard to the pastoralisis selling skins of
kangaroos which have been shot by nat-
ives, T understand that the member for
(Gascoyne intends to deal with that aspect
of the question. T trust that the moiion
will be carried and that the regulations
will he disallowed. 1 might explain that
T have discussed this matter with the Pre-
mier, who said that the House ought to
discuss it and come to a decision on it.
T desire to submit the motion standing in
my name.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellington): 1
bave listened with great attention to the
speech of the hon, member, As it hap-
pens, this question has created a certain
amouni of interest in the south-western
districts, owing to the inerease in the num-
ber of kangaroos to the detriment of the
settlers there. As the House is well aware,
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in the Darling Ranges, or that portion of
the Darling Ranges which has been given
up to the timber workers, these workers
are closing in, and for a hundred miles
0r more, they are driving the kangaroos
from out of the timber country to the set-
tled lands, and to every word which the
bon. member has uttered, I can give my
personal corraboration. This matter be-
< ame so serious that I was asked by some
of my friends to see what eould be done
I wrote to the department and put a num-
ber of questions to them. The first was

Can a land owner kill opossums on
his own ground where they are a nuis-
ance and depredatory to his orchards?

The experience there is that opossums nip
«wff young tree shoots; they get on to the
fruit spurs of the apple treesand play the
mischief with them. They take off the
young bark which they regard as good
food, and when they get into an orebhard
they do a considerable amount of dam-
age all round, and it takes time to get rid
of them. The answer I received to that
«question was—

Not unless special permission is given
by the Minister under Section 21 of
the Game Aect, 1912,

That seetion states—

The Minister may, in writing, author-
ise, for a stated period, any person our
the servants of any such person, to kill
or destroy any imported or native game
found on his property, and committing
-any damage or injury, provided that
the Minister is satistied that such in-
jury is likely to arise through the pres-
ence of such game.

Hon. members would think that that in
itself wonld be nearly all that was wanted.
But I went a little further with my ques-
tions and asked—

If so, can the land owner sell the
skins?

I hold that whatever animal it may ba tlLat
13 doing damage, the land owner, if he
kills that animal, and finds that there is
a possibility of getting a little return by
selling the skin, shonld be able to do so.
The answer 1 received was—

Not under the existing legislation.
Tt may, however, be possible shonld the

" amending Game Bill, which it is antici-

pated will be introduced to Parliament
this session, be passed.

In the meantime the orchards are being
damaged and owners who may take steps
to protect themselves will inear the risk
of coming under the penalty provisions
of the Game Act. T agree with the hon.
member who moved the motion that when
a man is acting in defence of his property,
when he is seeing the frnits of his labour
attacked, and that his time and money
are going to be wasted, and he is taking
drastic setion, he should not render him-
self liable to a prosecution, Then in my
letter to the department, I went further
and asked whether the same thing applied
in rezard to kangaroos both large and
small. The answer I got, which T think
was very unsatisfactory, was as fol-
lows:—

The taking of the kangaroo proper
within the kangaroo reserve is strietly
prohibited, but an amendment to the
Game Aect, 1912, will, it is anticipated,
be introdunced this session, which will
nermit of licenses being issued to take
kangarco for food purposes on the
kangaroo Teserve to bona fide settlers
who, owing to the isolated position of
their homesteads, are nnable to obtain
reasonable supplies of fresh meat. This
license. it is anficipated, will hear a
small annual fee.

T am cerfain that bon. members would
never have agreed to passing that
measure [ast session if they had had any
idea of the extent of the kangarco re-
serve. This reserve in question 1v—

That portion of the State hounded
on the south and west by the sea coast,
and on the north and east by a line
starting from North Point on the sea
coast and running in an easterly diree-
tion through Mount Lesueur to a point
north of the Kellerherrin post office;
thence south till it intersects a south-
easterly line extending from Mount
Stirling to the mouth of the Fitzgerald
River; thence along the said line in a
sonth-easterly direction fo the mouth
of the Fitzgerald River aforesaid, in-
elading the istands adjacent to the sea
coast aforesaid.
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Hon. members will see that this is making
practically a third of Western Australia
a reserve for kangarcos, If it is to be
said for the sake of sentimental reasons
that kangaroos are of more importanee
to the State than settlers or orchardists,
I think il should be distinetly understood
when we are inviting people to come and
settle here, that they do so at the risk of
growing their erops for the sake of keep-
ing native game,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Does the kangaroo do
much damage to an orchard?

Mr. GEORGE: No, I have been re-
ferring to opossums, but I shall come
tg kangarous directly. Then comes the
amusing part of the whole thing, the reply
from the (department goes on—

Relative to the small ov brsh kunga-
ro9, there is no prohibition against the
taking of these for food purpoeses only,
exeept on reserves for wnative game,
provided their skins are not disposed
of for sale or barter,

I bhave already drawn the atfention of
hon. members to the faet that the reserve
ecovers about a third of Western Aus-
tralia. The reply of the department goes
on—

Should it be desired {o sell or barter
the skins of the animals so taken, a
license to take and kill native game will
have to be taken out, the fee being £3
per calendar vear, or 30s. to the 31st
Deecember if taken out after the 30th
June,

The hon. member asked me just now if
kangaroos did wunch damage to orchards.
I was referring more particularly to the
destructive work done by opossums in
orchards, and my friend the member for
Albany will confirm my remarks because
there are a large number of orchards in
his district. So far as the kangaroos are
concerned they are with us and there are
boorers from 4ft. 6in. to 6fL. in height,
and we know that one of these will eat
as much grass as half a dozen sheep,
and we know also’ what damage they will
do if they get into a crop.

Mr, O'Loghlen: Are yon not imaking
them rather tall¥ '
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Mr. GEORGE: I have seen them that
height, and I bave shot one in this State-
guite as tall as myself. I can show the
kon. member plenty of them 4ft. 6in, or
5ft, in height. They go into a cvop and
feed on it and dance around until one:
is led to think that they are going mad.
If an hon. member went to a eornfield
where ten or fifteen of these kangaroos
had been, he would wonder what on earth
had taken place there. I saw a field last
week where kangaroos had been, and it
looked as if something had been dragged
right over it, T am pleased that. this ques-
tion has come up, beeanse if it had not
been hrought forward, I should have-
thonght it necessary, in the interests of
ny constitnenis in the South-West and
also in my own interests, to have bronght
the question under notice. T consider that
the Game Act has gone too far altogether.
The regnlations the Government may
make may be very full indeed, and may
enable reserves to be made wider, as has
already been done, than Parfiament ever
contemplated. I am certain that the:
Honse would never have agreed to the
measure heing passed if this position had
been placed clearly before members. As
the member for Pilbara has stated, we
are not likely to exterminate kangaroos.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You will in the South-
West. :

Mr. GEORGE : T would be very pleased’
if they were exterminated. T might draw
attention to a great danger that those
who run sheep in the South-West incur
where there are kangaroos. There are
some people who shool kangaroos, possi-
bly for the skin and possibly for food.
If it is for the skin, they leave the car-
case, and if it is for food, they take what
they requnire and leave the rest. Anyone
who bhas to do with sheep knows that the
greatest enemy the sheep has is the blow-
fly, and it comes along and breeds where:
these carcases are left, and afterwards
attaeks the sheep. That is a very serions
danger, and causes great anxiety amongst
those who run sheep. I hope the House-
will pass the motion. 8o far as the charg-
ing of a license fee for shooting kangaroos:

‘on one’s own ground is eoncerned, it onght

to be borne in mind that the kangaroos i
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:such ‘instances are shot so that the crop
might be protected, If a land owner is
permitted to kill these pests when they are
-doing damage to the crop, I think Lhe
«question of charging a license fee is on-
tirely wrong.

« Mr. O’Loghlen:
them?¥

Mr. Price: You are not allowed to do
so.

Mr, GEORGE: We could trap them,
‘but we are not allowed to do so. If we
trap them we commit an offence under
‘this Aect, and render ourselves liable to
penalties which should nof be impused
upon us. I hope the House will pass the
resolution, and that the Government will
‘give effect to it

Mr. MecDONALD (Gascoyne) : In ris-
ing to support this motion, I must say
that T regret the occasion. When the
Game Bill was passing through the House
I said—and it is my opinion still—that
in my desire to preserve the native fauna
I take second place to no member of either
House.  But, as has heen pointed out
By the member for Pilbara (Mr. Under-
wood), certain provisions in that measnre
-did not meet the views of those of us who
represent the North-West, more especially
‘Clause 10, dealing with licenses. The
member for Pilbara dealt with pretty
nearly every phase of the question. He
pointed out that a shori time ago the Gov-
ernment of Western Australia were pay-
ing £1,000 a year for the destruetion of
kangaroos, notwithstanding which their
numbers were not decreased. Shooters went
into various parts of the Siate ontside
of the prohibited area, and made fairly
decent livings while engaged in that avo-
«eation. Yet, paradoxically, the kangaroos
seemed to inerease, despite the shooting.
To give an idea of how great a pest these
animals are in the Upper Gascoyne dis-
trict, I may say that although three tons
of skins were bronght down the river to
Carnarvon after the first rains, there were
still remaining seven tons of skins await-
ing opportunity of being bronght. down.
Taking the fair average weight of a drv
skin, it may be reckoned that those seven
tons represented 25,000 kangaroos, and
that in only one small portion of & con-

Could yon not trap

stitueney. The other North-West constitu-
encies, larger even than the one to which I
refer,are in a similar position. The kang-
aroos are undoubtedly inereasing in those
districts. and are a serious pest to the pas-
toralist. The member for Murray-Weil-
ington (Mr, George) said tbat a certain
species of kangarco would eat as much
as would five or six sheep. We may sale-
ly take it for granted that any kangaron
will eat as minch grass and drink as much
water as will any one sheep. Therefore,
these 25,000 skins show that the kangaroos
had been destroying food uand warer
entough to maintain 25,000 sheep. When
the Bill was going through the House I
nwentioned 1o a station owner at Roe-
bourne that a kangaroo shooter had killed
10,000 kangaroos. He joyfuly remarked,
“That makes room for 10,000 sheep.”
Yet, notwithstanding that faet, he had an
advertisemnent in the local paper siating
that any one shooting kangarcos on his
station without permission would be prose.
cutetl,

Hon, W. €. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) 1 | suppnze he was alive to the valune
of the skins.

Mr. MeDONALD: T do not think it was
thai: { think it was merely that he might
have eertain rights over the country com-
prised within his boundaries, Yowever,
that will have 1o come under another
amendwent, and 1 hope betore lors an
mpendment will he made =0 that the aa-
omaly may be removed. The member
for Pilbara referred to iny predecessor,
Mr. Buteher. Two meonths ago Mr, Bal-
cher was paying a man 30s. a week aml
all the skias so that he might retain him
there to help get rid of the pests, 1 was
down driving a short time ago along a
rabbit proof fence which takes in pretty
well half the constituencies of Roe-
bourne and Gascoyne. Within a hun-
dred miles of a run alongz that fence
were the bodies of 2,000 or 3,000 kan-
zarpos. Those bodies were plainly vis-
ible, and the bones scattered abont might
have represented another 2,000 or 3,000
of the animals, Tt is said of an English-
man that it is his custom to remark, ‘It
s a fine day: let us go and kill some-
thing.’" He is always looking for some-
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thing to kill; Governments, on the other
hand, are always looking for revenue.
1t does not matter what Government may
be in power, whether Labour or Liberal.
revenue is the first thing in the mind of
every member of that Government, and
I can picture a Cabinet meeting held in
Perth within the last two or three
months. The Treasurer is sorrowful, and
on being asked the reason replies that he
mmst have revenue, {hat he must inerense
taxation, 1’ossiblv somebody says, “What
about a land tax?” “Oh, no, that won’t
do, there are too many cockies in the
House; we would uever get it throogh.”
“Well, whai about an Inecome tax?”’
“Less hope than ever for that, 1t would
meet with opposition in both Houses.”
“Can we do anything with the gold-
fields?” “No, the goldiields members are
too strong.” 'Phen a ray of light breaks
in on one of them and he asks, “What
about the North-West?” The member
for Pilbara pointed out how confiding the
North-West members are and bow easily
they are gulied. This seemed the best
way out of the Jdifficulty, or at least a
eertain  means of raising: a certain
amount of revenue.

Hon. W. (. Angwin {Honorary Min-
ister): While Ministers want revenue,
members want expenditure.

Mr. Mc[YONALD: That is only fair.
The point | want to make is this: It
is hardly fair to tax the lowest paid
man, or the man at the lower end of a
particular industry, and let the others
go scot free. Wheu the Pearling Bill
was going throngh I pointed out that,
while pgeneral licenses cost £4 a year,
exclusive licenses cost £1 a year. There
is the same distinction. A hard-working
man with nothing bat his labouor is {axed
to the extent of £4 a year, while others
who have their banks, which may ae-
camulate and increase in value, and with
no labour condifions to act against them,
are let off with £1. I pointed it out to
the Minister in charge of that depart-
nment, and pointed out that in Shark Bay,
where the revenue was large in ¢ompari-
son with that of Broome, they were pay-
ing £4 in comparison with £1 in the other
place. The Minister said, “It is not fair;
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I will atter that” At this I rejoiced, be-
cause I thought that the price would be
reduced. But the Minister evened things
ap by increasing the license fee in the:
North, They could not tax the pearlers.
in the North-West any forther, so they
dectded to get something out of the kan- e
garoo shooters, who already had certain
diffienlties to econtend with, When re-
cently visiting my own constiluency I
had brought under my notice some of
those very difficulties. I pointed out that
we were in recess and that nothing could
be done until Parliament met, but that
the Premier had promised to bring in
new legislalion which would relieve them
to a certain extent. Yet the first thing
we find are these regulations on the
Table, whereby the license fee is in-
creased from £1 to £3. And what does
this license fee give, what privileges does
it confer? The member for Pilbara has
shown that a wood cutter may gzo any-
where on Crown lands or on pastoral
lease and eut wood. The sandalwood
cutter similarly has the right to go and
get sandalwood on any land. The miner’s
right enables a man to prospeet from
one end of Western Australia to another,
but this license gives a man no right
whatever, exeept to shoot kangaroos om
unoccupied land. A man paying a
license fee in Carnarvon to shoot kan-
garoos, unless he get permission from the
owners or the managers of stations,
might have to travel 400 or 500 miles be.
fore he found unoceupied land on which
to shoot.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. MeDowally
took the Chair.] :

The Premier: They should be glad lo
have him to shoot on those stations.

My, MecDONALD: In certain cirenm-
stanees they should be. That was the
reason for raising objeclion to that par-
ticular clause. They have refused to
give this permission, and cases have been
recently tried for irespass on pastoral
lenses. Men who had licenses to shool
kangarcos, and whoe were following that
ocenpation on different aress, were sum-
moned before the police eourt end fined
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heavily, fined savagely in one instance.
The prosecutor was manager of the
station, while the owner of a neighbour-
ing station and the manager of another
were the two justices. The witnesses

also were counected with the pastoral
industrv. This kangarco shooter was
brought before fhat court so constituted
and fined £10 and £2 10s. costs for merely
a nominal trespass, no damage at all be-
ing proved. However, on it being pointed
out to the justices thal the verdiet was
n savage one, thev reduced the penalty
lo £5. I may say that on representations
heing made subseguently to {he Attorney
General he remitted the tine altogether on
condition thal the defendant paid the
cost,  When we see these people charged
a license fee without being given the
right to shoot we realise that it is a par-
tienlarly ridiculous siteation. 0Of the
conditions o the South-West T have but
litlle knowledge, but in the portion of
the Btate which I represent, T know per-
fertly well the difficulties under which
those men suffer, and to my mind the
regutations should be disallowed, and the
license fees done away with altogether.
Speaking to a Nor'-Wester only yester-
day on this question I learnt that the
manager on one of the stations on the
Gaseoyne, owing to the long dry season
thev had experienced, would not pay
much attention to his sheep for the time
heing, but that he. and alt his hands, were
out shooting kangaroos for the revenue
to be derived from the sale of the skins.
On another station my informant had
heen hrought into the wool shed, where
the manager said to him, “When you
were here last you saw 700 bales of wool.
There is no wool here new, but 7,000
kangaroo skins instead.” His men, with
a big tribe of niggers whom he had on
the place, had gone out shooting these
kangaroos for the skins, paying no li-
cenre fees, although there were a dozen
men in the same district who had paid
for licenses to shoot kangaroos, and whe
were not allowed on that or any of the
surrounding stations for the porpose of
shooting kangaroos. In that way we
give a monopoly of all the native ani-
mals, gs far as any revenmue derived from
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the sale of their skins is coneerned, to the
landholder. At the same time we give
the man who takes out a license the right
to shoot, bat allow the station owmner or
manager, as the case may be, to prevent
him going on to the holding to.shoot.
But, as I said in the beginning, that is
another question. This Aet cannot deal
with that at all. But becaunse of the fact
that the license gives a man ne power,
although other licenses give powers in
other directions, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Wiliams-
Narrogin) : I have much pleasare in sup-
porting this motion, because there is no
doubt that this new regulation has done
greab injury to those people in the North
who now find themselves called upon to
pay an exorbitant license fee, but I wish
to say that in the South the settlers are
feeling very much the effects of this
new game regulation. From the very
earliest days of settlement in Western
Australia up to last June there was a
law that allowed anyv person to kill a
kan.garoo bona fide for the purpeses of
food. That law came to an end some two
wmounths nge. In parts of my own dis-
tricl there have been public meetings,
at which every house in the loeality was
represented, strongly protesting against
this prohibition being placed on the
settlers’ fond supplies, and in letters I
have received from progress associations
it is pointed out Ehat in some parts to
many families kangaroo flesh is a neces-
sity, and if setilers in a poor way are
prevenled from shooting the kangaroo
they will be obliged to starve.

Mr. O’'Loghlen : How does it stop
them shooting ¢

Mr. E B. JOHNSTON: In the North
they are prohibited from shooting the
kangaroo unless they pay a license fee of
£4 per annum. In the South the shoot-
ing of kangaroos is now entirely pro-
hibited, Under ihis new regulation set--
tlers cannot kilt the kangaroo even for
{food.

The Premxer: The re.gulatmn has
nothing to do with if.. - .

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON Well uu&ar
this Aet. =~ -
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Mr. Underwood : The most absurd
Act ever passed in any country.

The Premier : We had nothing €o do
with the Aet.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I know that.
The Bill was a private one and it slipped
through without anyone knowing any-
thing about this provision, but I con-
gratulate the Government on the fact that
since the matter has bheen brought under
their notice they are taking steps to give
settlers the right to once more kill the
kangaroo for food. ;

The Premier : I do not know that we
are,

Mz, E. B. JOHNSTON : The Colonial
Secretary assures me that the Govern-
ment are, and I understand that a Bill
to that effect has heen introduced in an.
other place. If the killing of the kanga-
roo is to be prevented, that prohibition
is going to do great injury to the small
sheep farmners west of the (ireat South-
ern line, because there partieularly a
number of the fences are old and merely
wire ones; the kangaroos ean walk right
through themt and they become a perfeet
nuisance in the paddocks, to the detri-
ment of the small sheep farmer, unless
the settlers are allowed to kill them. The
question arises as to whether the sale of
skins shonld be continued on the present
basis, and I understand that the Gov-
ernment have under eonsideration the
necessity for stopping people from kill-
ing kangaroos for the sake of their
skins, whilst pretending that they re-
quire the flesh for food purposes. It has
been sugpgested, and 1 think wisely, that
perhaps the best means woulld be to limit
the number of skins that any one man
can sell, or else that the Government
should either buy or supervise the sale
of skins where the sellers do not hold
licenses. I hope that something in this
direction will be done. I have merely put
forward the matter from the point of
view of my own distriet, but I wish to
say that I resent the action of the hon.
member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
on a matter upon which I am in complete
agreernent with him, in talting the oppor-
tonity to pass round some of those un-
eouth remarks for which he is notorions.
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I think he might have left those remarks
out of an otherwise nice speech on a sub-
ject of whick he showed some knowledge.

Mr. PRICE (Albany) : T do pot in-
tend to take up much {ime of the House
on this question, but it is one that affects
very closely a large number of the people
I bhave the honour to represent. Some
time ago a settler in the Albany electo-
rate, living nearly sixty miles away from
any centre of popuiation, had oceasion to
apply to the department for permission
to shoot kangarcos for merely food pur-
poses and his application was absolutely
refused., To-day that man goes in fear
and trembling whenever he shoots a kan-
garoo for food purposes that he will be
proceeded with under the Act, which pro-
vides for a maximum penalty of £20 for
the first offence.

Hon. J. Mitehel! :
same.

Mr. PRICE: But if a policeman
eatches him, he is liable to pay a penalty
of £20. T am not concerned with the
plea of the member for Pilbara that
kungarco shooters have to pay a license
fee of £4, so much as 1 am with the faet
that a large number of people are pre-
vented from getting fresh meat. At-
tention was drawn early in the debate
by the member for Murray-Wellington to
the fact that eonsiderable damage is done
by the marsupials in the South-West.
That is the ease right throughout the
distriet and it applies not only to
kangaroos, but also to the opossums.
Attention was drawn by the hon.
member to the fact that orchards
are severely attacked by these pests
—they are nothing but pests—yet
we find to-day that trappers and even
the owpers of orchards are absolutely
precluded from trapping or in any way
interfering with them. If a person
does interfere with the pests, he ig liable
under Section 14 to a fine of £20 for the
first offence and for a second offence
imprisonment for six months or a fine of
£100.

Hon.
mission,

Mr. PRICE: He cannot get per-
mission. Will the hon. member take my

Ile does it all the

J. Mitchell : He can get per-
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assurance that applications have been
made for permits and they have been re-
fused?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Well, the Minister is

wrong.

Mr. PRICE: | have made application
on behalf of a resident in my own district
and it has been refused.

Yon, J. Mitechell : Then 1 apologise for
the Minister.

Mr. PRICE: The only objeet T had in
rising was to draw attention to the fact
that the harm which is being done to the
kangaron shooters in the North-West is
quile a minor matter compared with the
harm that is bheing done to the settlers
away from the centres of population
throughout the Senih-Wesi portion of the
State, where first of all they have to put
up with all the terrible damage done by
the kangareos to erops and fences, and
then are precluded from shooling the
game or using them in any way for feod
purposes, That is a position which I
think should be altered hy the Government
at the very earliest possible date. The
present Act is out .of all reazon, so far
as the penalty clauses are concerned, in
its application to the protection of this
native game.

Mr. Heitmann: Tt
mueh,

Mr. PRICE: 1 can assure the hon.
member that the Aet does affect the
settlers mueh. The penalty sections are
some of the most severe that can possibly
he imagined for what 1is, after all, a
trivial offence, when they provide a fine of
£20 for the first offence and for the second
offence a fine of £100 or six months im-
prisonment for shooting a kangaroo. But
not only is the Aet severe in regard to
penalties.  Subseetion 2 of Section 13
reads—

has not effected

In every prosecution under this Aect
‘an averment in the eomplaini that the
person charged with the offence was an
unlicensed person or employed an un-
licensed person, or that the native game
was taken or killed for sale or barter
shal] be deemed to be proved in the
ahsence of proof to the eontrary.

In other words, the very fact that a man
is found with a kangaroo or a portion of
a kangaroo in his possession 'is to con-
stitute proof that he is guilty of an
oifence under this section.

Mr, Heitmann: It is as bad as sheep-
stealing.

Mr, PRICE: It is worse than sheep-
stealing. Then Seetion 14 provides that
the very fact of a person having native
game in his possession shall be faken as
evidence of guilt, and for the first offence
he may be fined £20 and for the second
oifence sent to prison for six mentbs or
fined £100.

The Premier:
passed ¥

Mr, Hettmann: In 1912,

Member: At seven o'clock in the
morning,

Mr. PRICE: I may add that when it
went throngh I was not present in the
House. However, I hope that now the
actoal position in regard to the Act has
been put forward, the (Government will
take an early opportunity of not only
repealing the regulation, but of also re-
pealing the Aet and dealing with the pre-
servation of native game in something
like a rational manner,

On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwin
{Honorary Minister) debate adjonrned.

Wher was that Aet

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.



